
because we weren't tel l ing the other women what

to do, we were working it out together. When my

friends from outside tried to help with our AIDS

awareness and support work inside, it was the

same way. They needed to let us design the plans

based on the conditions we lived in. Otherwise,

the plans would be useless. Any education and

organizing has to be guided by the conditions and

wants and needs of the community to whom it's

addressed. Listening is the first step.

PCP: In doing prison justice work, we've

noticed that there can be a divide between

political prisoner and "social" or "non-political

prisoner" support work. For instance, our

group focuses on supporting queer folks on

the inside, and our mandate does not

specifically include a political prisoner focus.

What are your thoughts on this divide, and

how prison justice or prison abolition groups

have been organizing within this framework?

LW: That’s another one that’s been a thorny

issue. My own position is that if you talk about

political prisoners in a way that makes it sound as

if we experience things that social prisoners don't,

“we get our mail separate,” that kind of thing,

which I have seen leftists do when they talk about

political prisoners, then if I were a social prisoner

or a social prisoner organizing group I wouldn't

want anything to do with that because it is el itist

bul l . Al l prisoners are subject to al l kinds of

security procedures that make life inside

unpleasant. But there are many similarities

between people’s situations, firstly if you look at

how people became prisoners in the first place

and how much, for example, the people who are

political prisoners began our organizing in many

cases organizing around prison conditions -

before we were in prison.

You know I was organizing around Attica and the

New York state system 20 years before I went to

prison. The divide gets created I think because of

a need to focus and allocate resources. And I

think it's just a matter of people opening up their

minds to what it means to be a prisoner and what

it means to be a political prisoner. I t's real ly not

that different, except that in some cases when

you’re a political prisoner you have it harder

because you’re singled out for certain kinds of

security treatment, and in some ways you actual ly

have it easier because very often if you represent

a political community you have the support of

those people.

I always say that in my analysis you can not talk

about political prisoners and social prisoners

separately, because for example in the United

States, social prisoners, now, represent the

government’s response to the struggles of the

60s. Because that was when you saw a huge rise

in the number of people incarcerated in this

country and the reason was to terrorize

communities. Communities were flooded with

drugs, which was largely done by the police and

the government, and then locked up in huge

numbers so they can’t be on the streets going

against conditions in their communities. Then you

lock up the people who are ideological ly trying to

deal with those social issues, or are leaders of the

struggles, and you take away the leadership and

so therefore you leave communities that are

incapable of struggl ing for their rights because

their brothers and sisters and mothers and fathers

are in prison, and the leaders of the political

organizations are in prison.

One other thing though is that I think it's real ly

important for people to get to know each other

and for people not to use these categories as

abstractions, but to think about who we’re talking

about. Because when you’re doing queer work it’s

important to recognize that there are queer

political prisoners as well . Also, Jul ia Sudbury

who’s a professor now in California at Mil ls

College wrote a really interesting paper about

how the cutting edge political issue in terms of

prisons right now is about transgender prisoners

of colour and I real ly recommend that article. I t’s

cal led Maroon Abolitionists: Black Gender-

oppressed Activists in the Anti-Prison Movement

in the U.S. and Canada. The language is a l ittle

academic, but the whole concept is the fact that

the queer community has changed, and that one

of the most threatening things to the system right

now might not be lesbians or gay men it might be

transgender queers. And so a lot of those people I

think who are transgender can be active against

the projects on the outside and then end up going

to prison and play a political role.
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First off, we'd initial ly intended for this to get

to you just before the holidays (hence the

card). There were a few logistical difficulties

along the way, so our apologies.

For this issue, we bring you updates on

some of the political legislation and legal

decisions that have recently come up or are

coming down the pipel ine. Some of it's

good, some of it's bad, and some of it's just

plain ugly.

In addition, we bring you a (rather large)

second instal lment of our interview with out

prison activist and former prisoner Laura

Whitehorn. Her thoughts range from HIV

prevention work, to social vs. pol itical

prisoners, to the state of the Left today. I t's a

fascinating read, and we hope you get as

much out of it as we did.

As always, if there's stuff you'd l ike to see

included in the newsletter (l ike your art, hint

hint) don't hesitate to get in contact. Unti l

then,

Your Friends, In Solidarity and Struggle,

The Prisoner Correspondence

Project

Prisoner Correspondence Project

c/o QPIRG-Concordia

1 455 de Maisonneuve Ouest.

Montreal Quebec H3G 1M8

CANADA

Reach us at:



since we've been gone
Well folks, it has been awhile since we’ve been gone

and what a while it has been. To be honest friends, what we’ve

mostly been busy with here in Montreal is the basic up-keep of

things. This summer was a wild one, with the postal strike (we

<3 CUPW) lasting al l June, we were inundated with letters for

the rest of the summer. So our backlog of pen-pal and resource

requests from inside members is due to both this increasing

amount of mail that we received over the past few months as

well as our l imited internal capacities. While we are all so

jazzed that there is continues to be so much interest in the pro-

ject, we are also struggl ing to catch up. Unti l we have a handle

on the requests already in our possession, we have decided

that, unfortunately, it is beyond our capacity to accept new pen-

pal requests. However, if you’ve already completed the initial

form letter, but don’t have a pen-pal, don’t worry, we are com-

pleting al l out-standing requests. Bear with us and please don’t

be discouraged. This fal l we recruited new and enthusiastic vo-

lunteers, and we are busy coming up with strategies for how to

manage the growth of the Prisoner Correspondence Project.

Other than trying to keep up with fi l l ing your resource

and pen-pal requests we have been trying to maintain a public

presence in our queer communities. In July we participated in

weekly pickets at the United States Consulate in Montreal to

support California prisoners who were on indefinite hunger

strike in the long-term isolation unit at Pelican Bay, trying to win

some modest improvements to their conditions. During

Montreal’s fourth edition of Pervers/cite, our annual alternative

pride festival, we screened the fi lm, RELEASED: 5 Short

Videos about Women and Prison. This fi lm by Alex Juhasz

about queer women and prison made some profound state-

ments about women, prison, artistic col laboration, and the

nature of documentary media. In an attempt to participate in

Prisoner Justice Day on August 1 0th, one member of the Pris-

oner Correspondence Project was featured in a radio interview

on Prison Radio to raise awareness about the project. Final ly,

just to conclude August on a politicized note we co-hosted an

evening of discussion and letter writing for California prisoners.

The event featured

background informa-

tion and analysis on

the 3-week hunger

strike that swept 1 3 of

California’s 33 prisons

this July 2011 , an up-

date on where the

prisoners’ campaign

was going and letter-

writing to hunger strike

participants.

In September

two enthusiastic mem-

bers of the project fa-

ci l itated a new

workshop called “Pen-

etrating the General

Population - the crim-

inal ization of HIV” during the training of volunteer sexual health

educators at local youth organization, Head & Hands. This

workshop was an interactive and discussion based session that

situated current social and political debates over HIV disclosure

within the history of criminal ization of HIV/AIDS.

October had us busy renewing our budget and attend-

ing to al l things fiscal-related, not to mention training our new

volunteers and organizing our first of, hopeful ly, many open-

house afternoons.

More recently, in November we presented our “Kings,

Queens, Criminal Queer” workshop at Queer McGil l . This work-

shop and discussion charts the legacy of criminal ization on

queer and gender nonconforming communities. I t outl ines the

legal status of queerness throughout history, and the implica-

tions these histories have for queers and trans people today.

The workshop provides an opportunity for participants to talk

about experiences of marginal ization within the current legal

landscape in Montreal / Quebec / Canada, while providing an

overview of local organizations that respond to processes of

criminal ization and a conversation about strategies of interven-

tion. To bring cheer to this otherwise dreary month we threw

ourselves a dance-party fundraiser. “So Homo” was a raging

success, as we managed to raise much needed cash and

awareness about the project while shakin’ it on the dance floor.

Final ly, we’re co-presenting a book launch with Certain Days,

the political calendar committee and Kersplebedeb Publishing

as well as QPIRG Concordia of “Captive Genders: trans em-

bodiment and the prison industrial complex”. This event fea-

tured a presentation by a trans guy incarcerated in Jol iette (a

Montreal area women’s prison) speaking about his experiences

in a gender-segregated prison environment, selected readings

from the Captive Genders anthology, excerpts from the Prison-

er Correspondence Project's article Imprisoned Pride, featuring

the voices of currently incarcerated queer prisoners, speaking

to their experiences behind bars and words from Amazon

Contreraz, a jai lhouse lawyer, trans activist and prisoner at

Corcoran, California.

Us. at So Homo

Rae, Josh, Andrea,

Cason, Marty, Kristin,

Cee, Claire, Noam,

Kim, and Julia

centred. People who are activists around HIV or

Hep C on the street are actual ly more likely to

include prisoners in their consciousness and in

their work than people who are working on some

other issue, say global warming or something,

where they don't even think about how the

environment impacts people who are in prison.

And that has continued at a slow pace.

But there's some really great work in the United

States, for example in Philadelphia there's a

group that started as ACT UP that has always had

a component that was people in prison with HIV.

So they have all these programs that are about

what people do when they get out of prison if they

have HIV. I t's cal led Philadelphia Fight, and they

have a program called Project Teach. So I don't

know, I think it's a very mixed bag. There's not a

lot of real mil itant activism in general in this

country at this point in history, and that's reflected

in the lack of HIV-related prison justice work in the

larger Left. Also, one other thing I want to say is

that, when I got out of prison, al l of the political

prisoners, my codefendants, al l the people I met,

al l the people sti l l inside who are political

prisoners did some form of AIDS work because

it's part of social justice work. And when I got out

of prison, I expected that people in the Left in the

United States would mention HIV, the

disproportionate impact on poor communities, on

African Americans, you know, etc. , etc. , as part of

their analysis about the state of imperial ism and

colonial ism in the United States at this moment.

And it wasn't happening and it's sti l l not

happening. I t's seen as a separate issue, and

people don't understand it as a political issue. And

that's a big problem which reflects how the

broader Left sees the issue of prisons.

PCP: We are in the process of developing

safer-sex resources that address the

restrictions in prisoners' ability to practice

safer sex in prisons, and the kinds of

strategies people have developed to gain

autonomy over their sexual health.

We do some technical work to get facts from

various outside health organizations, but we

then write callouts and send them into prisons

to solicit prisoner experience and knowledge

about conditions in prison. How do you think

that groups like ours can make their HIV/AIDS

prevention work more relevant to the prison

context?

LW: Well , I assume that you guys go in and visit

prisoners. And I think that's the best way to do it,

is to go in and talk to prisoners. I don't know what

the prison system is l ike in Canada but in the

United States it's real ly complicated because

every prison has its own rules. For example, I 've

visited a number of people in the New York state

system, every prison is different in terms of l ike

what guys are allowed to get in the mail , and you

know, what's available on the commissary. And

one of the things that we found when I was inside,

was I was going crazy trying to find what could be

used that was a lubrication that didn't break down

latex. You know because we could get from the

medical department latex gloves, examination

gloves. That was so easy. But then, you know,

when you're having sex you want to lubricate the

thing. And we could not find out from anyone –

they would tel l us al l these things that we couldn't

get. We couldn't buy hand lotions that didn't have

mineral oi l in it, and things l ike that. And so we

had to figure it out for ourselves. And we final ly

found something by accident when someone was

having surgery -- there was something for doctors

and patients who were allergic to latex to use. I t’s

cal led Surgilube, and the clinic had it in l ittle

packets.

So I think the main lesson of it was that the

prisoners themselves are the ones who have to

help with this and that you have to do that by

visiting, by discussing and understanding what

they want and need in their situation. I f safer sex

education is to have any meaning, it has to be

adapted to –and by – the people who wil l be

affected. I remember some really great

discussions about safer sex in prison where I

learned things about my fel low prisoners' l ives on

the outside, and then we could have talks that

could actual ly be helpful to their abil ity to protect

themselves from HIV and other STIs once they

were released. And the same was true for

treatment: we were able to talk helpful ly about

how to avoid going off meds, or returning to

harmful patterns of behaviour, after release,



In the last issue, we brought you the first part of
an interview with prison activist Laura Whitehorn.
Since the 1960s, Laura Whitehorn has been
active in anti­racist and anti­imperialist political
struggles. Laura joined the Weather Underground
Organization and later spent over 14 years in
prison for a series of property bombings that
protested racism and the imperial policies of the
U.S. government. She's been an out lesbian most
of her life and, since 1999, she's been out of
prison. Laura now works at POZ, a magazine for
HIV­positive people.
PCP: From the time you started editing POZ

magazine, what sort of shifts or developments

have you seen in HIV/AIDS-related prison

justice work? How have shifts in the AIDS

activist movements outside of prison had an

effect on the kinds of work we are seeing

happening (or not happening) inside prisons?

LW: That's real ly a huge question. But first of al l ,

to say that I edit POZ magazine makes it sound

like I am the editor which I 'm not, I 'm just on the

staff. I t was started by men with HIV in 1 994. Or

at that point they had AIDS. [Note: Poz magazine

can be read online at www.poz.com.]

But anyway I think there are a number of ways to

answer that. One way is that because there are

now medications that al low people to l ive instead

of dying these horrible deaths immediately after

your immune system fails, that has changed AIDS

activism across the board. Number two, a lot of

the AIDS activism on the outside is about

pressuring and working with drug companies and

the federal government and state governments

trying to get – in the United States there's

something called AIDS Drug Assistance

Programs, or ADAP, which pays for medication for

HIV when people can't pay for them themselves.

And there are huge waiting l ists now for ADAP in

many states, because of course that is not where

federal funds are going. So that's a huge issue

about poor people in the US, and how they can

afford their meds. So a lot of activism has to do

with that.

But there's another field of activism that is not

exactly what you're talking about but is related,

which is activism against criminal izing HIV

transmission. I was part of starting some

consciousness raising about that in 2000. I

col lected all the cases that I could find of people

who had been prosecuted or sent to prison for

"criminal transmission of HIV" and I did a survey

of them. And as much as I could find out of 1 01

cases – which is al l that I had time to find before

the magazine came out – only 5 of those 1 01

cases even had a possibi l ity of transmitting HIV. I

mean, people were being prosecuted for things

l ike spitting, or l ike having sex with a condom, or

being positive and getting a blow job. And that is

sti l l going on now. And in the United States final ly

– you know we're now 11 years after that article

came out – we’re final ly seeing some organizing

around trying to stop using criminal statutes to

prevent HIV transmission and instead using public

health education.

So that's one area that I think might start to

interest people on the outside who have HIV in

the issues facing prisoners. But as you know – I

knew this when I was in prison and I know it now

that I 'm out, you know I 've known it al l my life –

people don't want to see what's going on behind

bars if they don't have a family member, if they

haven't been in prison themselves. So it's a

constant effort.

However, in the field of HIV activism there actual ly

is more attention to people in prison than in other

areas of activism that aren't specifical ly prison-

interview with laurawhitehorn part ii So there’s a really bad thing happening in Canada right
now. I t’s cal led Bil l C-1 0, or the Safe Streets and Com-
munities Act. I t’s unapologetical ly punitive, and it comes
from Prime Minister Stephen Harper and his Conservat-
ive (kind of l ike Republicans) majority government that
got elected last May. Harper and his buddies believe
that “the Canadian people” feel unsafe, and that the
only way that these Canadians can feel safer wil l be to
mandate longer prison sentences. For the last couple of
years, Harper has been promising to be “tougher on
crime,” and has been building prisons all over Canada
accordingly.

I t’s been a nightmare.

The fact that the Conservatives have a majority in Par-
l iament right now is significant, because it means that
they can pass whatever they want through Parl iament,
and the votes of the opposition parties wil l be too few to
stop it. The first thing that the Conservatives promised
to pass when Parl iament’s session started in Septem-
ber was a mega-bil l that combined nine awful ly punitive
bil ls into one, cal led an “omnibus” bi l l or Bil l C-1 0. I t
contains the fol lowing bil ls:

One of the most controversial elements of the bil l is in
the “Increasing Penalties for Organized Drug Crime Act, ”
in which the Act wil l establ ish mandatory minimum sen-
tences for “serious drug offences.” The bil l regards the
possession of even 6 marijuana plants to be a serious
drug offence. Outrageous, right??? Many prestigious or-
ganizations (Canada’s Medical Association, Bar Associ-
ation, etc.) have all come out condemning this aspect of
the bil l .

The things that people are talking about most in the
mainstream media are cost, and proof. The Conservative
government has refused time and again to estimate how
much this crime bil l wil l cost, in terms of prison housing.
But one thing’s for sure, this bi l l is going to be hugely ex-
pensive. All that Conservative spokespeople can say is
that “it wil l cost less than having unsafe streets.” Not a
very satisfying financial estimate. In Canada, people who
get sentenced for less than 2 years go to provincial pris-
ons. A lot of the increase in prison populations wil l hit
provincial prisons hard. So the federal government gets
to vote on this bi l l , and the provincial prisons wil l be pay-
ing for it. So at this point, the provincial governments of
Quebec and Ontario have stepped up and are saying
they refuse to pay for it! ! Word is sti l l unclear on whether
they can constitutional ly do
so

But what matters more than cost is how monumental ly
fucked up these bil ls are, and how they wil l increase the
amount of people going to jai l , and the amount of time
they wil l be in jai l for. Let’s take a couple of examples:
one proposed change to the Violent Young Offenders Act
is to “simplify pre-trial detention rules to help ensure that,
when necessary, violent and repeat young offenders are
kept off the streets while awaiting trial . ” In other words,
it’s going to be more and more common for youth to be
held in remand prior to trial rather than be out on bail . In
other words, they’re either going to have an over-
crowding problem or they’re going to have to build more
jai ls. Or take a provision in the so-cal led Increasing Of-
fender Accountabil ity section, al lowing police to arrest
someone without a warrant when they think the parolee
is breaking their conditions. This wil l , obviously, make it
al l the more easy for cops to jump to conclusions, arrest
someone when they feel l ike it, and have them wait
around in jai l while the injustice system can figure out
whether they really did break their conditions. Again,
more people in jai l , for longer.

In Canada, Native people make up 1 9% of the prison
population while they comprise only 3% of the national
un-incarcerated population. When asked whether these
harsh new laws would apply to Native people too, Con-
servative politician Rob Nicholson said, “they apply to
everyone in Canada.” But obviously, that’s not true. They
wil l most apply to the people who are already at risk in
the system, who are already the most fucked over by ra-
cist and colonial ist profi l ing.

Hopeful ly, there wil l sti l l be room for judges to make rul-

The Protecting Children from Sexual Predators Act
Formerly Bil l C-54, this act would:

• Establish new mandatory minimum penalties for existing

offences related to child exploitation

• Increase maximum prison sentences for four of these of-

fences (to reflect their “particularly heinous nature”)

• Create two new offences: 1 ) to ban anyone from providing

sexually explicit material to a child for the purpose of com-

mitting a sexual offence against that child, and 2) to ban

anyone from using any means of telecommunications (e.g.

the internet) to make arrangements with another person to

commit a sexual offence against a child

The Increasing Penalties for Organized Drug Crime Act
Formerly Bil l S-1 0, this act would:

• Provide mandatory minimum penalties for serious drug of-

fences when they are carried out by organized crime or tar-

get youth

• Increase the maximum penalty for the manufacture of

drugs in Schedule I I of the Control led Drugs and Sub-

stances Act (l ike marijuana) from seven to 1 4 years

• Move date-rape drugs and amphetamines to Schedule I ,

thus resulting in higher maximum penalties

Protecting the Public from Violent Young Offenders Act
Formerly Bil l C-4, this act would:

• Make the protection of society the primary objective of the

Youth Criminal Justice Act

• Ask the Crown to consider adult sentences for youth con-

victed of serious violent crimes

The Ending House Arrest for Property and Other Seri-
ous Crimes by Serious and Violent Offenders Act

Formerly C-1 6, this act would:

• Propose amendments that would restrict the use of condi-

tional sentences (l ike house arrest) for offences like man-

slaughter, arson, sexual assault and drug trafficking, among

others

omnibus crime bill



ings that sneak around the legislation. That is how
judges have always dealt with legislation they don’t
l ike, and there are many liberal judges out there who
are smart enough to find ways to subvert these laws.

There is no proof that crime is on the rise, as the Con-
servatives say it is. In fact, there are piles of statistical
evidence showing that crime is actual ly on the decline
in Canada. What do Conservatives say in response
this? This is what Stephen Harper said in a public ad-
dress in 2008: “Some try to pacify Canadians with stat-
istics. Your personal experiences and impressions are
wrong, they say; crime is real ly not a problem. These
apologists remind me of the scene from the Wizard of
Oz when the wizard says, ‘Pay no attention to that man
behind the curtain. ’ But Canadians can see behind the
curtain. They know there’s a problem. And they know it
was caused by a generation of lawmakers who em-
braced the bizarre notion that the rights of criminals
outweigh the rights of law-abiding citizens.”

This is who is leading the country. Someone who com-
pares facts to wizardry. Who only cares about personal
experience. Well , we have to make him see that prison-
ers have personal experiences too. And nobody’s rights
are more important than others’.

There have been national and local campaigns to fight
Bil l C-1 0, and people are very hopeful that Quebec and
Ontario’s official refusals to implement the bil l wil l ki l l i t
in its tracks. We really hope so too.

The Increasing Offender Accountability Act
Formerly Bil l C-39, this act would:

• Keep the famil ies of victims better informed about the be-

haviour and handling of offenders

• Authorize police to arrest, without a warrant, any offender

who appears to be breaking their release conditions

The Eliminating Pardons for Serious Crimes Act
Formerly Bil l C-23B, this act would:

• Replace the word “pardon” with “record suspension”

• Make certain people inel igible for a record suspension, in-

cluding those convicted of sexual offences against minors

and those convicted of more than three offences

The International Transfer of Canadian Offenders
Back to Canada Act
Formerly Bil l C-5, this act would

• Propose amendments to the International Transfer of Of-

fenders Act, which would establish additional factors in de-

ciding whether an offender would be granted a transfer back

to Canada — particularly if he/she was likely to endanger

public safety or otherwise engage in criminal activities

The Supporting Victims of Terrorism Act
Formerly Bil l S-7, this act would:

• Permit victims of terrorism to sue the perpetrators or sup-

porters of terrorism, including foreign countries that the Ca-

nadian government has l isted as having provided support to

terrorism

Protecting Vulnerable Foreign Nationals against
Trafficking, Abuse and Exploitation Act
Formerly Bil l-C-56, this act would:

• Make it possible to deny work permits to people who are

vulnerable to abuse or exploitation, including exotic dancers,

low-skil led labourers and victims of human trafficking

Hayy, Cali , hayyy! ! ! Transgender folks l iving in Cali-
fornia have two wins with the new Gender Nondis-
crimination Act (AB 887) and Vital Statistics
Modernization Act (AB 433)!

The Gender Nondiscrimination Act now openly states
that gender identity and expression are protected at
work, school, medical facil ities, housing, and in gen-
eral public spaces. Before this new version of the law,
anti-discrimination laws regarding trans people were
unclear and many folks weren't sure what rights they
actual ly had, and how/where they were protected.
This law makes it clear that any discrimination experi-
enced in these places is i l legal.

Before the Vital Statistics Modernization Act, anyone
trying to obtain a court-ordered gender change would
have to receive approval by a judge to determine
whether or not they underwent 'cl inical ly appropriate
treatment' to justify the legal change. This new law re-
moves judges from the process of decision-making
and states that 'appropriate treatment' is to be de-
termined between the person and their doctor, not the
judge. As well , this law allows for transgender immig-
rants in California to apply for a legal gender change
while simultaneously applying for asylum in the U.S,
instead of waiting for the usual one-year review peri-
od. Go California! Now onto the other states. . . (From
ColorLines: “Score! A Transgender People’s Victory in
the State of California”)

queer Cheers For cali
Insite is a safe injection site located in the downtown east side
of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Since opening its
doors in 2003, Insite has provided a safe and supportive space
for people to use and inject drugs.

The clinic is a place where people can connect to health care
services in general as well – from primary care to treat disease
and infection, to addiction counselling and treatment, to hous-
ing and community supports.

It is North America’s first legal supervised injection site, and it
has its enemies! The Bush Administration, Canada’s Conser-
vative federal health minister, and the RCMP (Canada’s federal
police force) have all published statements that Insite should be
closed and condemned for its open policy toward drug users.

There have, however, been piles and piles of scientific re-
search indicating that Insite helps people stay safe while doing
drugs. And finally, on September 29, 2011 , the Supreme Court
of Canada ruled unanimously that the Insite clinic can and
should stay open. On top of that, the Court ordered Canada’s
health minister, Leona Aglukkaq, to allow other injection sites to
open when they applied to do so.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s awful Conservative govern-
ment is unhappy with the decision, and has said that it will
carefully review it. But the Supreme Court supremely doesn’t
care! Insite triumphs!

insite triumphs

magazine FTM International, includes re-

source list for female-to-male trans folks

Trans Factsheets and general information

about trans identities and terminology

Intro to Intersex Activism: A Guide to

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Allies A short

guide for people who are interested in

knowing more about intersex identities and

intersex activism

Out of the Closets and Into the Librar-

ies: A Collection of Radical Queer Mo-

ments A 'zine put together archiving

different moments in queer / gay history

and snapshots of queer struggle (not pris-

on specific)

Tim Tum, A Trans Jew Zine Concentrates

on the struggle with being a transgender

young man, issues of identity, and visibi l i ty

among both queer and heterosexual

groups. Highl ights being a boy in Jewish

American culture, and the struggle for

identity when interfacing with normalizing

power that attempts to gender you inap-

propriately.

Making the Lives of Transsexual People

Visible: Addressing the Politics of So-

cial Erasure An examination of how social

institutions and theoretical approaches

have led to the erasure of transsexual

(people who identify as members of the

other gender) and transgendered (a broad

term for a range of groups that do not fit in-

to the current two-gender system) experi-

ences and begins to counter this through

developing research and a detai led analys-

is of the forms of marginal ization and op-

pression facing transsexual and

transgendered people.

Sex Que(e)ry Que(e)ry is a collaborative

zine on queerness, sexuality & gender. I t

was made at the University of Chicago

Bent Bars From our sister org in the UK, a

compilation of stories or coming out in pris-

on

Getting Together The ins and outs of dat-

ing & relationships for gay and bisexual

men.

Shoutout Against Homophobia, Bipho-

bia, Transphobia, and Heterosexism A

booklet designed to educate young people

on issues relating to sexual orientation and

gender identity. Included in the publication

is a series of autobiographical stories de-

scribing the first-hand experiences of those

challenged by these issues, as well as

educational information and resources.

Horrmones

Hormones Without a Doctor A compre-

hensive guide to street hormone use / hor-

mone use without a doctor. Includes a pil l

and patch identification guide, what

dosage to take pil ls, and other general tips

about safe hormone use. Mostly MTF

Gender Anarky: A Translesbigay 2 Spir-

it Zine Issues March 2007 or December

2008 A short zine put together by US

transsexual prisoner about trans issues

and hormone access in US and California

prisons

TranzLezbos A short zine, including po-

etry, for transsexual lesbians, put together

by trans lesbian prisoner Lofofora, who is

on the inside in California.

Hepatitis C and Hormone Therapy (Aus-

se disponible en francais) A pamphlet

about how you can transmit hepatitis C

while injecting hormones (not specific to

prisons)

MTF Hormone Therapy / Traitement

Hormonal Homme a Femme Some basic

information about taking hormones for

people who are thinking of transitioning

male-to-female

FTM Hormone Therapy / Traitement

Hormonal Femme a Homme Some basic

information about taking hormones for

people who are thinking of transitioning fe-

male-to-male

FAQ on Transitioning / Questions Fre-

quemment Posees sur la Transition de

Genre A basic guide that answers fre-

quently asked questions about transition-

ing, hormone use, and gender transition

Tracing this Body & New Flesh

Struggles An article about kink and radic-

al pol itics written by a trans woman

Smut

Penetration A short story about fisting

Meatus: A Pornzine for Queers Outside

the Box A collection of erotic writing about

gay bio men

Reversed Seduction Short erotic fiction

by longtime correspodent and contribuer

premothea. A younger female inmate de-

velops a plan to seduce her beautiful

friend with a titi l lating surprise ending

Read Me a Story New pieces by Pro-

methea

Women &
Feminism

Pocket Guide for Women Living with

HIV (Not prison specific) A pocket guide

for HIV-positive women that provides up-

to-date information in plain language

about a wide range of issues often faced

by women with HIV. Topics include

healthy l iving, nutrition, getting care,

treatment basics, relationships and preg-

nancy. I t also addresses street drugs and

touches on hepatitis C co-infection. (by

Positive Women’s Network)

Corpus: volume 4, Corpus, is an HIV

prevention publication that brings togeth-

er health information, pol itics, creative

work, and essays all on issues related to

HIV/AIDS, and where health and AIDS in-

tersects with other other issues faced by

gay and queer communities: incarcera-

tion, racism, policing.

Issue 4 is about women’s relationships

to gay men and AIDS;

Never Innocent: Feminist Trouble

with Sex Offender Registries and

Protection in a Prison Nation (by

Erica R. Meiners) Using recent work

by anti-prison theorists and com-

munity-based activists who are work-

ing against the prison industrial

complex, this article l inks prison aboli-

tion to feminist frameworks to question

escalating sex offender registries and

community notification laws that are

the state’s response to sexual violence

against children and women.

Tenacious Art and writings from

women in prison

Women Prisoners' Resource Guide

A list of addresses and contact inform-

ation for incarcerated women.

One Woman’s Struggle By Kebby

Warner, a short zine about one wo-

man’s struggle with the DOC, medical

neglect, and about being a mother

Women in Prison: How It Is With Us

Author, Assata Shakur was a member

of the Black Panther Party who went

underground to evade police repres-

sion, joining the Black Liberation Army.

She was captured in 1 973 and held as

a political prisoner unti l 1 979 (one year

after this article was written), when

she was broken out of prison by a unit

of the Black Liberation Army. She

made her was to Cuba where she

lives to this day, despite increasing

pressure from the United States for

her extradition.

Sex Work

Audacious: The Reality of Being a

Transsexual or Transvestite Sex

Worker / Audace: etre Trans-

sexuelle ou Travestie, ’est Loin

d’etre des Droleries qui Nous

Amusent a la Tele dans la Serie Cov-

er Girl An article written by a member

of the Prisoner Correspondence Pro-

ject about her experiences as a trans-

sexual sex worker dealing with the

Montreal pol icing, court and prison

systems.

Hey Girls! Safer Sex for Sex Work-

ers / He les filles! Le Securisexe

pour les Travailleuses du Sexe

Send Reqests to:

PrisonerCorrespondence Project

c/o QPIRG-Concordia

1400 de Maisonneuve Ouest

Montreal QC

H3X 1M8

CANADA






