Issue 14: Summer 2015; The "Safety in Numbers" Issue

m% ﬁm

¥

i

2 A Newslebier OF Tae Pdeon Coccespondene \Osrofe,c;k

Greetings!

From the dog days of summer, we hope
this finds you well. A particular welcome to all
those who are receiving this newsletter for the
first time (more about that on Page 2). This
newsletter now reaches approximately 1200 of
our brothers and sisters across North America,
and that number continues to grow.

One of the most exciting additions to this
issue is the introduction of our new regular advice
columnist, Widow Says... After our (meager)
attempt in the last issue to introduce a new advice
column, we discovered our answer was here all
along, and she puts our efforts to shame in her
inaugural column on Page 4.

This issue is bursting at the seams, so
unfortunately there was not space for as much
art as we would have hoped, but special
acknowledgement goes out to Daddy Chico for
this issue's title header, and to James for the
ANGELIC VISION that graces the back page.

Other new additions include a reprint of
Pvt Chelsea Manning's article that appeared in
The Guardian paper (Page 5), a crossword puzzle
(Page 13), and a new installment of the highly
popular Lavender & Red series (Page 14).

This issue's theme is Safety in Numbers,
our submission callout was for reflections on
LGBTQ safety and there are some great pieces we
got in. As the saying goes: "Stay Safe, so we can be
Dangerous Together."

In struggle and solidarity,

Your friends at the Prisoner Correspondence
Project
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It has been a busy few months!! We held our
annual visioning weekend at the end of January. One
of the main things to come out of that process was re-
vamping the way that our penpal waiting list works. As
you may remember, we instituted a waiting list a few
years ago due to increased demand that we were hav-
ing trouble keeping up with. New members wanting a
penpal were asked to just wait a bit and we would
hang on to their letter. Periodically we would go
through and transfer people from that list and get
them added to the website.

Under our new system, people are added onto
the website right away. It's a lot more effort at the be-
ginning, but it's going to help us keep more up-to-date
records, and get more of these members onto the
mailing list. But the process of moving everyone over
and making sure they maintain their place in line is a
lot of work. We just have Texas and Florida left to do.
If you live somewhere else and have previously re-
ceived one of those Just Wait letters in the past, you
should have received our new and improved sign-up
form.

In less boring news, we've also been working
on a spiffy new 2.0 website that we should have ready
to launch in the next couple of weeks.

Back in February, we hosted a film screening of
the movie PRIDE as part of QPIRG's annual event
series. It tells the story of Lesbians and Gays Support
the Miners, a London-based group that formed in 1984
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to Support the National Union of Miners who was on
strike against the policies of Margaret Thatcher's Con-
servative government. It's a really beautiful film about
the unlikely friendships that form when they visit this
small, rural, Welsh mining community. We were hop-
ing to use it to discuss the power of solidarity, the im-
portance of emotional support in political struggle,
and different forms of LGBTQ struggle, but it turns out
the film is quite long, and we had to be out of the
space by the time it ended.

Olivia and Kristin were in Ottawa a couple of
weeks ago giving a workshop and discussing the pro-
ject there. There was a lot of excitement that we can
hopefully build on in the coming months.

We are gearing up for our Pride activities
which take place in the middle of August in Montreal.
In addition to the usual tabling at events, next week
we're going to be hosting a tattoo fundraiser.

And lastly, a fond farewell to Amber, who
leaves us at the end of the month to return home to
Massachusetts to take up nursing school. She will be
missed.

Until next time,

XOXO0X0

Amber, EK, Estelle, Josh, Kristin, Olivia, Sasha,
Tracy, and Tracey

NEWS: MN Sex Offender Program
(Kind of)Struck Down

A federal judge ruled in mid-June that Minnesota's sex
offender treatment program is unconstitutional, saying
it violates the "fundamental rights" of more than 700
people locked up indefinitely after completing their
prison sentences.

U.S. District Judge Donovan Frank sided with patients
who were civilly committed to the Minnesota Sex Of-
fender Program, and argued that they had little hope
for freedom. In more than 20 years of existence, no one
has been fully discharged from the program, even those
thought to be at low risk of committing new crimes. In
contrast, neighboring Wisconsin's program has freed
118 offenders since 1994.

"The Constitution protects individual rights even when
they are unpopular,"” Frank wrote.

Frank deferred immediate action, meaning that the
program stays in place for now, urging political leaders
to bring proposed remedies to proceedings in August or
he could impose his own.

While there is obviously very far to still go, it is encour-
aging to see public officials finally willing to stand up
and speak the truth about the ineffective and punitive
programs that none of the politicians want to touch.



BRT

The C
N IL | K I ( wlM Yu M g w
M )an I K av n g v a
u an awa na n n cc ng N
n v uc a an av a ng a
av v aa g n n wa a nc
a Ouc a g au N a a a ng a
u u a n u anc an ga U uUua a n
a w W a n a a n w a nv v
anan an Ch an ¢ angng I
n v w av an a v an [ u n
w g ng w u an an W a a
ng n u n ng w n n w u
a ung n w n a u nng a
n a u n na un g ng nN
a a ca a n u n a n
n a an n a N wn av
o ua a n av a I  ucan w
an n ug a ng n ng n
u n a ug wn a ng n
n v K wn
0 K 1 ( a a a M  uu)an cu
n u an LMN an ¢ a n un
w a a un g o u c c u
n a a ua c vV a a W ng \%
n a W n g wa n o
u vV un ng a ga gan a n w n
vV Vv naga unnngcu ca L unn an g
ca u w ag a a a a a a

le

LL N N ( n n w) an
o | L O I{ v n) avng a
ag u agan | wu acc  ng
u uc c u a nu
an av u g n a
u agu n v
a cn nvv
n n w
can a av
chn a n an
ag n u
c a ng ac v
a un a
aw awa
nc ng
vV n C U agan a
a nc gn a an
n W a un a a g
cun n \Y a a g ng Man
av C n a a a n a n
cn an ng c¢n a an ca ac
n a ag wnw anan can a u
wh n an uv uc u
vV C a av ncecng a w W
cau n a a an a a
n w VW V n n o ng n W w
g an an cg u wn ac a u
a W w \W av wa an
W N YK (n C an) an w L X
YK g a n g n
a ga a ag ga n a na In ac Wan a
nNv nn C u wa U U ngaga
a ag a nla ga u a w ng wa
ca u n ag an o g an n
o u w a a uc ng u
o Wan a an w ac ua u nga
| an Wan a c av
a ac an a a u w au wa
u Wan a ¢ a a u ¢ n c a nn
a Waa cu n Nwlgu g o
a c n g w w au u wn

O vaan Luca

OSSP






















































