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Welcome, welcome 1o a very belated summer issue of 1 ke U7 iR
The Word Is Out, the newsletter of the Prisoner Correspondence .
Project. Qur sincerest apologies for the delay. i
“Goddammit" you may say, "Give it up already! Call it the :
Fall issue!" But we just can't let go of the best parts of summer-
namely hot cars and pretty girls, brought to you this monthby the '3
generous submissions of Dave Beveridge and Countess Sha'uri.
We hope you enjoy them as much as we do. T
|

Welcome
“1-

The theme for Issue Three is “Creating Communities of
Choice" and by that we mean that communities don't just form,
that they're more than a collection of individuals with a common
trait. To build shared structures of mutual support and defense
takes hard work and happens because of a series of dedicated L
choices that individuals make. Choosing to share knowledge and
lessons leamed, choosing to see oneself in a shared history and
taking up that mantie, and choosing that a common desire or
poise can transcend the coincidental and common.

And it's through owning the choices that we make as a

community that forms the basis of community pride. l
|
|

Since We've Been Gone: Updates
«2.

I Callout: Fucking Without Fear
[ -3-

Improvise to Survive: The Article
Erased Histories Panel
-5-

So hopefully the articles throughout the issue can speak
to some of these choices. There's a callout for workshops passing
knowlege down to a new generation of queers; a recap of a panel
we heiped put on of community responses to HIV/AIDS; the next '
round of Fucking Without Fear, asking you to share your stories 3
and insight; reflections on identity and community, image and |
substance by Countess Sha'uri; and a feature on the Trans Health
Network - some of the concrete hard work to building
and mutual support. And then there's the gossip. We ARE queers
after all.

|
|
i |Callout: Criminal Queers, Renegade Youti

Featured Resource: THN
-6-

List of Resources We Have on Hand
-7/8-

Enjoy, nos amies, ' Gay Celebrity Gossip
Uniil lssue Four.... -9-
Your friends at the Prisoner Corespondence Project Hot Summer Homoscopes

-10-

"Identity Politics" by Countess Sha'uri
-11-

Send Us Yr Art
Unnamed Poem by Clider
_-12-



The collective has been busy as
ever these past few months,
keeping up with the day to day
correspondence, working away
at ongoing projects, trying to
find ways to make sure we are
growing at a steady yet
sustainable rate, and still finding
the time to get started on some
new and exciting programming
ideas.

The safer sex in prisons
resource series continues to be
one of our main focuses. The
first pamphlet (safer bare-
backing and safer sex without
barriers for those housed in male
institutions) is in the final editing
stages and ready to distribute
shortly. This past May, we self-
published the first version of the
“Improvise to Survive" anthology
with submissions from many of
you. We are still encouraging
people to share with us their
perspectives on safer sex in
prisons both for the remaining
resources (see page 3) and for
future versions of the anthology,
which we use in the Improvise to
Survive workshop. We have
given the workshop based on
these submissions four times
now, most recently in August,

,—/ -
this time as part of Pervers/Cité,
Montreal’s alternative  pride

event series. To get a copy of the
anthology, check out the
Resource Library!

Our resource library continues
to grow, and we are working to
make more and more of it
available online so that our
penpals on the outside who do
not live in Montreal will still have
access to it, as well as other
folks doing similar work as us
across the continent and across
the world. We've also been trying
to do an informal reading group
as a collective to help build our
own knowledge of the various
issues relating to queer and
trans prisoner support and,
starting recently, spending an
awful lot of time elbow-deep in
Smut, attempting to expand that
section of our library.

While much of what we’ve been
doing this summer has been

from Seattle to Edmonton,
Vancouver to Halifax.

In terms of upcoming
programming, we are hoping to
screen a new documentary
about the New Jersey 4
sometime in the upcoming year,
and we are also going to be
putting on a very exciting panel
discussion about doing direct
advocacy work with queer and
trans prisoners from a prison
abolition perspective. This panel
will include contributions from
both incarcerated folks as well
as those working directly with
them. It is planned for October
24 and we hope to record the
audio as well as take pictures in
order to eventually share it with
all of you.

Like we've said hefore, we are
always trying to make sure our
work reflects your ideas, needs,
and priorities. if you have any
feedback or suggestions, please
don’t hesitate to share them with
us!

internal work, we are also in the ST

process of developing broader %

outreach strategies to get more 2|/
penpals involved. We developed G

and printed a new glossy 3

outreach fiyer, tabled with it at
Montreal Pride and the
celebrations for the 40th
anniversary of Stonewall, and

have mailed it to be distributed |

1455 de Maisonneuve W.
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/0 OUR RESOURCE SERIES!

Over the course of the fall, the Prisoner COrrespondence Project will be putting together the third and fourth resource
in our safer sex / hiv preventlon resource series Fucking Without Fear. The first two resources are aimed at gay, queer
and bisexual men housed in men’s prisons, about safer barebacking, safer sex without condoms, and reducing the
risk of transmitting hiv/aids (ready soon!). The third resource will be aimed at women housed in women’s prisons,
and the fourth at trans women housed in men’s prisons. We're relying on your collaboration to make these resources
relevant, and to reflect the fierceness and resilience of all those in prison living, fighting, and surviving!

For folks housed in women's prisons - We're hoping to create a
resource guide on reducing the risk of getting Hepalitis C and HIV
while serving your sentence, and ather ways 1o have sex safely.
We're looking for your stories, anecdloles, personal strategies, and
other tools or tactics you use 1o protect yourself and your lovers or
sexual partners, and stralegies to survive and navigate the prison
system sexually. We are also looking for personal tips and advice
you might have to share ahout ways o reduce the chances of

ransmitling HIV or Hep C while shooting up, tatiooing, c.

; Mmmmbmmmmﬂgbm :
callout... .

1! 1.What does sexual health, or wellness mean 10 you in

safety,
= prison?mddlmbywunitbdprbm?(l-b«vai; -
3§ | thesediflerentor the same?)

: ' 2How do you see ather leshian and transwomen pri
. responding to this? Is there support?

3How could folks who do HIV AIDS prevention work oulside
of prisons betier support the needs of peaple inside prisons? ; i
E Qmmuﬂﬂlﬂ(mbyw“mmq fa

| EWhatis your experience of AIDS (or Hep C) in prison, and
' risk of ransmiing HV or Hep C in prison? Is this similer
| cfferent than from how you saw AIDS n the 90s? in he 80s? |

Please indicate what name you would like to be credited, (feel free 1o
use a chosen name) or if you would prefer the submission remain
anonymous. Keep in mind that once finished, these resources will be
distributed in prisons across the US. and Canada - polentially

Mﬂ&ghw&nmmh[mnuua

mvou mmbl.saauemoradm
name other than one you're known by.

For trans women housed in men's prisons — The fourth resource
quice will be directed 1o trans women who are housed in men's
prisons, mostly around HIV prevention. For this resource, we're
hoping 10 hear ways you prolect yourself or your partners, lovers,
elc, even when you don't have access to condoms or dams. Again,
we're looking both for personal stories you'd like to share, as well as
specific sirategies that help you navigate the prison syslem. We
also want 1o hear about what you'd like 1o see included in these
resources, what specific ideas you have for them, and what
questions you'd like answered.




ALLOVT ®orY GONTRIBUTIONS TO
# WoRRSHOP & DiseyssioN WITH 8RY,
i LESBIAN, QUEER & TRANS VOUTH
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If you were given the opportunity, what would you say
to a roomful of gay and trans youth?

About a year ago, the Prisoner Correspondence
Project did a workshop at Project 10, a Montreal-area
organization that works to support leshian, gay,
bisexual, intersex, queer, trans, two-spirit, and
questioning youth.nThe workshop was called "Kings
and Queens and Criminal Queer" and focused on the
ways that the lives of gay/leshian and transgender
youth are made or labeled "criminal" in different ways

gay, queer and trans youth are over-exposed to policing
and prisons less because of whatever “"wrongdoing"
they commit, and more because of experiences of
discrimination and marginalization related to being
queer and trans.

The workshop was a huge success, and we are hoping
to do a second part, this time with active participation
from all our penpals and other contacts on the inside!
We are hoping to have the focus set by all of YOU, and
invite you to submit a write up for us to read out at the

by police, the courts, and different youth and juvenile ~ Workshop.

correctional systems. What we meant by this was that

Here are some questions to reflect when putting together your submission:
What would you say, if given the chance, to a room full of gay and trans youth? Do you have any advice to give? 1
% Reflections on what it was like being a gay, lesbian, or trans youth?

What kinds of experiences did you have with police, the courts, or prisons, when you were a youth (adolescent
young adult)? Do you think this is at all connected to being in prison today? Why or why not?

Why do you think the idea of gay or queer "community" is important for prisoners and youth? Is it? Do you think
that prisoners and queer youth face similar challenges or obstacles (isolation, etc) or not? }

What are some ways that you saw support happening among gay and queer and trans youth when you were
younger? (Or, if you didn't see this happening, what kinds of support do you WISH had existed?)

—_— =T~ - Sl ——— —_—

———— —

Wik il

=i

- What are your ideas of a healthy and safe world for gay and trans and queer youth? How do we work toward
. Making this happen, both inside and outside of prisons?

p——— e g — —

As with all submissions, please make sure to indicate how you want 1o be credited (legal
name/ chosen name/ elc). Note that a collection of these writings will eventually be in our
resource library, and distributed to prisons - including potentially your prison. Keep this in
mind when deciding whether you want your submission 1o be anonymous or not.




YOU IMPROVISE TO SURVIVE

HIY. PREVENTION, SURVIV AL STRATEGIES & QUEER SEEF DEFENSE

This summer, the project wrole an  and prison expansion. That this information has  locked up behind bars? To declare a national
article for the Joumal of Prisoners on Prisons,a  become clear 1o us through our coespondence  moralorium on incarceration? Through these
prison aboltion joumal from Otawa that  and resource development shows us howthese  histories, and imagining gay futures without
publshes the wiling of prisoners, anfiprison  histories exist in people’s very bodies, and in  risons, we move closer to crealing trans and
pisoners.  people's daily negolistions of violence, fisk,and g8y and queer cultwes of selk-

salety.

This is an excerpt from that longer article. community
I response o violently anti OFF

mmmmmqu:: There also exist  movements Fammmnﬁmu:m:
and in o the sexual and i and

Canada, response mmmgdm survival, m mmw dom md

Project .
has begun to coordinale a series of resources there exist histories of communily resilienceand ~ Onterio, Canada K1N GNS. I you would e to
addressing hamm reduction stralegies direclly  gay and queer solidarities emanaling from both  feceive a copy of the article in full, contact us at
relevant o the lives and survival of gay, queer the inside and the outside. If we acknowledge the address listed at the end of this newsletier
and rans inmates. how prisons continue 10 ensure that people  andwel send you once right awey.

fogng informal,  personal  circuls  of L o b e Y

: ecan of
0 oncio0s et ek oy 5 8 okl bt ]' erased histories & MUV cvend vt winter

community building and self-preservation.

HSTORES =l s past communities, and with how they try and

R is important o know first how AIDS = make sure these histories are not

and prisons are relaled. So many people on the i | :
inside are serving time for drug offenses as a -| wmmdwm
resuk of the wer on drugs. Both AIDS and the - m“m?ﬂweﬂmdm is'sewwcloseri
wmmgssavedb:(a):gaspeellcm I‘ e lt):ly'le "g:?;ml
removal and disappearance of same ! like to pose to y'all is to start thinking
communities already targeted along lines of race, i about what your most beautiful life
class, sexual orientation and gende, and (b) play looks like. We found that moments
a central role in intenupting and | of community, and of supporting
miltant gay lberation and black lberation e ! each other in group pride have the
movements. In revisiing such histories, we can most  significant impacts on
see how officals in power stuctwed and success of HIV prevention. We
exacerbated the course of the epidemic by know that we can look after each
allowing HV to spread among those same I' ) @ other when we form communities,
communities already targeted by policing and ; ) peakers: MUl gnd tl:::d ist something we've been
incarceration, actively nurtwing the conditions very good at.
nu;:ﬁmm) ”h'(:mmm s
inside, many bamrg na::a % 1 For a full transcription of the event,

jointly devestated by AIDS P check out the Resource Library

and mass in‘l.n?yuiu; found themselves . i ith histori under the section "Our Events."
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S works to promoie health,
and social justice for trans people in Québec. The network is

welkbeing

WS HE

rece up d o Sella and ASTT(e)Q (Action

Sartee Travestiels & Transsexuele)s

s For now, their work revolves
mainly around a health care provider database, other
my

and Information 1o sexworkers so that
o Sensiize and ecuse the pubc |
mmmm“hmw

1o access hormones and

development selfadvocacy,
- resources for (es Rt relates to
ol sevices, ) (n

developmend), information for |
- resources and w "

URCE
LTH

As a network the THN also works 10 lobby the
b enswe that te

below. Though much of the information avaitable will
be Quehec-specific, stil some of it is transferable and
some resources are available 1o direct you o other
organizations in other regions. I theve s informatio
you would like o see made available, the Trans Health
Network would gladly try o accommodate these
suggestions.

Stela, Project 10, and ASTT() Qe labl o acoept

collectcalls from



ST OF RESOURCES

1. All resources are provided free of charge. To request a resource (or several) please contact us at the address below clearly stating
which resource(s) you are requesting and how many copies you would like to receive.

2. Please note that this list is curent as of September 2009. and is constantly in the

process of being updated. Please also forward us suggestions of resources you | F
like o see included, o, resources you have access 1o that you would like to share.

3. Any resource that is marked by a star % is a book, that we then make photocopies of 1
and send to folks inside. Pleaseuﬂyrequestmeofthesesmedresamesaam

%ﬁ‘E'MGHONAL SEEF CARE

1455 de Maisonneuve W.

Monireal (GC) HOG 1M8 CANADA | i
| a'

mmmmmmwmsm ; prison specific) - an artice 3l |

apamphlet on safer slashing/ cuttingin prison. mgﬁdwmm |

Sutel b Sohar o A ML e T ——— —
En{'gmmﬁg,mm organized in the summer of 2008, during montreal

memmm VH y ¢l joint (Spanish only) - a besic resource  Pride festivites; an anthology of writing by queer and

and ife sentences. sheet put together by pasan about reducing the  trans prisoners about pride. ™

dmdtmlhgti\hpﬂsm.

R i ey s L 1 Jots ey
a ane

mwmwmbmw WRHTN(‘ ON HI\”&AIDS i short compilation put fogether by the prisoner

- comespondence project of the first submissions we
received for the “fucking without fear" resource

series. these submissions were the focus of several

workshops and events we have put on with folks on

°°P°-

=
g SAFER SEX

Q.l's.m.hlﬁtlnc (aussi disponsible en
Quide explaining how to transmit hep ¢,
mlﬁ'gmsmsdermlg,sagmdmgtse

Queersafe - a zine by head and hands in monireal
mwusex(mtspuicbpﬂsus)h‘m
men and women, difierent sexually transmitied
diseases, and taking care of specific body perts.

Jumover; a collection of hiv. prevention
COMICS - comics that explore issues of youth and
hiviransmission, barebacking, and physical and
emotional weliness. i

Risk in Prison - two articles writien by matthew
jones (incarcerated) and kiam and bridget from the
prisoner  comespondence

Ut KN TIOSEXUSHEALIN | -
both spanish and engish, these short essays speak
1o how aids has been de-gayed, and the effects of
gsmmngm prisoners and communities

Gay Boy Take stopping hiv infections among.
mmm(ﬂsomﬂd:leh%)-m
prison specific.

OUR =EVENTS

mmmm a general, non-rison
specific resource about what you should know i

Yyoutest hivpositive.

—_— | Price: | .
get writien out of mainstream pride movements - a
zine put together by the prisoner comespondence
project (us!) from the transcript of an event we



Quesr and Tars Zre Pesouce it - a b d% ; QOI{NIGNES

‘ines. o ]
Hommones Without a Doclor - aoorrmsm
Prisoner Resource Guide - includes primarily books- gi&bweahmgeat:emnmmmm £
toprisons chapiers and legal resources doclor. Includes a identification
a el mmbmmmmmmm
resource  Sale hormone use. mostly mif

Health Information fo  short pamphlet showing how to safely use u'ack,
nrm“rbesm o sfepkn L % that  andrecuoetheriskio your oy andyour ks
mdsdelydmgltemm e shot mamnummmm- by

Canadian Publications for Prisoners - megazines  Gender Anarky: a transleshigav2spirt zine
and organizations that send to prisoners (canadia). march 2007 or december 2008. a short zine hgslha‘ Guide DOPE: travall du sexe. drogues, alcool gt
© ( wusw:mum;mmgmm aulres substances (francais seulement) - mswle

mmmmmmm hormone access in us. and califomia prisons %:ﬁ:ﬁaw desmm les

Tranzlezhos - a short zine, inchuding poelry, for  drogues etdes aulres substances.

Besources for Straight and NonQueer  transsexual leshians, put together by trans leshian
% conada) prisoner lofofora Tnside in calffomia, Trippin - a comprehensive guide to and
(aerd Whoksonthe " mpbmm&d&#@m

Back Issues of Prison Focus: a callomiabased  Hepaiilis C and Hormone Therapy (aussi disponible 10 Your body. aiso describes which drugs are sale

Prison Book Programs - national prisoner
list: expanded version of the prisoner resource list (usa).

ahout refomissues francais and unsale 1o take in combination with hivmeds. not
prson el a;mw) about how you can ransmit hepelils ¢ mwmmhmmm
eten  whileinjecting hormones (not specificto prisons). counteract with others.

lelia; info Pe hei s (En anglais

francais) - amisldltesewmsdleredw
Montreal-specific sex worker organization. Hommone disponble en  Safler Shooling - a posicard with short descriptions

sk = B B e ot wiy  uthowloshiotup sy wih feckon uge

homones for who of

,nnbbhmhm o kg o anstionig Be Kind o your Veins - a guide to caring for your
veins while fiing in prison, where to shoot up, elc,

(Amsidspmhlemiuﬁs) putoutby PASAN

= a
mmmmamm Km.yg prsq.\:s m mm g:.r

ZOUFER & TRANS ]
3 <_PRISONER="LITERATURE §

g o g gk et FAn et s depel sy _ GRS by i o
realities of being queer in prison. about answers MIB% “qmslinns | [

Prisons and Closels - an article writen by jeson lydon - Yensiion.

ahout his experience being in prison as queer, and.

ahout negotiating outness.

Ultraviolet: the case of the jersey 4 - a small newspaper - &LCBIQ IDENTITY
ahout the case of the new jersey 4 - four black leshians )
who were convicted for defending themselves againsta mmmm a basic, non-
homophobic assault prison specific guide to coming out for gay and leshian
alvican ameicans.
o FAQ on Translioning - erenl omaton on
incarcerated at the shu (securlty housing unk) atpelican  Iransioning for ransgender, ranssexual, and gender e Syivia Rivera Law Project - an overview of

::y‘sasawmumudbwulmm\lhsd nonconforming people (not prison specific). SRLP, s mandate and
support one another
hrd i A Besoure Guide 1 Coming QU (ot prisn__ e emirmore ometon s
Mirer Sl o kot her by e ) il -
Prisoee i he s ks poety, music FTM ivermgtionl - tre orgenizationsl and resource .. SFX. WORK :
issue of the magazine FTM Inlemational, includes —
hﬂmw-wmwmw resource istforfemele-o- mele rans folks mmma%amé‘g
e, Trans Facisheets and general information about trans Iunds)-m%&:lewrlhtb;anmberdﬂe
identities and terminology prisoner comespondence project about her
Ore Women's Journey by Kebby Wamer - a shor ) ) experiences as a ranssexual sex worker dealing
Zine about one woman's struggle with the doc, medical  Iniro o Intevsex Activisi: a guide to gay, lesbianand ~ with the montreal policing, court and prison
neglect, and about being a mother. bisexual allies - a short guide for people who are  sysiems.
interested in knowing more about intersex idenities
mug.limlﬁwmm&aﬂi:&} andinfersex activism. M%ﬂa&aﬂm(w
warior about his experience of prison. Out of the Closeis and inlo the Libraries: a
§ TATTOOING | I
mmm a)mMdemmm - BERUS. 8 Dol 2 7 IOF' JUEEYS Ol »A.‘;'»‘ \; DOX =

walls - a guide to safe tattooing inside prisons, things to
considey, and materials to use.
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drugs?

G 1l
gamyamoummmm?lwrmasmtkdm
Mmhmmmmm’sdwl?mddmmbm%
wantto
| don't care if he was straight, gay, or asexual. One thing | know: he wes definitely
queer. And thetis a beautiful thing!

Imisshimalot

Introducing...Chez Bonol!
Former leshian Chastity Bono, Sonny and Cher’s kid, has announced his intention
1o transition 1o a man, Chaz Bono! He actually began his transition last June (2008),

but is now publicizing it, and expects 10 be fully transitioned by 2010. Of course he
wanted his dignity and privacy, but the press is all over it, taking photos of his trips to
the gym, his trips to the mall, biah blah biah. We say: we're glad that you're finally
realizing your dreams - we got you, babe!

mmmumm!mmoamomrsamm
b;da;,dagmb;magmwrnsaRWmﬂ\eus.

Cub Play dance chart called “Big Mama’s House”. In honour of gay pride
M“WMNMW%B@MMMImm
longer aifraid 1o come out of the closet as a gay Catholic Priest! Thank you everyone
for buying, playing and charting Big Mama's House.' | am living proof that a person
can do anything they set their mind to. We have 1o love and enjoy ourselves in this
world. And, | am enjoying my lile being who | am and who God intended me 10 be!
Now, lets DANCE yall" Wooooohoooooo! (For their part, Catholic groups are
saying that he is NOT a Roman Catholic priest, but rather an Independent Old
Caitholic priest, which is another thing entirely. Well, Roman Cattholic, Old Catholic - |
dm’teae,l‘sad@qmp‘iesu!)

Wsr@tﬂedwhmsomopaa&e&bhnsmbma

gay storyline soon, in which Fish (Scott

and Claywell) “shared a sexual past during
college” that will come to get them this season. What!!!! In these desperalte times,
the soaps are finally admitting how much more spicy things would be with - gay
iniriouel

|mqmmmuammlmmmwwm
Lady Gaga. We know she loves the queers, but can you believe how much she
loves leather gear? Practically every photo of her these days has her in some sort of
constrictive shiny leather getup and then....she holds a press conference in Malta
wearing a gimp mask over her entire face. Though she says, ‘it's not justamask, it's
a contemporary art piece”, later on in the interview she reveals, “fm inspired by the
moonlight. 'm inspired by sex, and pomography, and slasher films...Ym inspired by
all sorts of things”. We know you are bahy, that's why we love you!

Dveam Tearming

F'm sure you already suspecied this, but now a new book is out to dish the real dirt
Though he kept it secret until the day he died (August 12, 2007), everyone knew that
Merv Griffin was a total gay. Now, Merv Griffin: A Life in the Closet gets up close and
personal with Merv and his love affairs. And what love affairs! Rock Hudson, James
Dean, Liberace, and “a prolonged sexual affair” with Marion Brando!! Seriously
foks, the guy didnt have a chance. The only thing that comes close 1o a good
James Dean sex fantasy is a Rock Hudson one...what I'm saying is, that dream
feam is enough o tum anyone over to the ather side, if you ask me. Too bad we
cantask Merv. Guess we'll have to setle for the book!

Queer Customs _

Michael Lucas, legendary gay pom magnale, was recently stopped while trying to
cross the border into Canada. His account: “Every other person was an Asian
foreigner who needed a translator. The ever-so clever and sluggish customs workers
seemed 1o enjoy mocking them..Then he got his amateur Scooby-Doo sleuth on..l
was 1o have all my bags emptied and through. Of course | had my
mmmasﬁd&dmm:esbmmdmmm
Homophabia wes running rampant with these caplors and they were highly
dlamhdb;s&lemﬁds

At this point, if you're a female pop star who hasn't admitied she likes girls, you are
$000 2008. Well, Fergie from the Black Eyed Peas just admitied in an interview that
she has “experimented definitely” with women, though she’s ‘never had a Steady
girlfriend”. Okay, S0 she kissed a girl and she liked it...and she wants everybody to
know. Yawn. C'mon, doesn't everyone want the type of publicity Lindslo got for
actually dating a woman? Mayhe someane could do it without a concunrent eating
disorder and heroin addiction? Wishful thinking?

W%&Cﬂmﬂsﬁdmﬂw*@dd&mmad&jdbm
May 22, Harvey's birthday, is now Harvey Milk Day in Califomia.

March of the Gay Penguins!

Harvey and Pepper, two male penguins, had a loving six year relationship in the San
Francisco 200, until recently when some homewrecker - “Linda” - stole Harvey away,
devastating poor Pepper. But all is not lost - Z and Vielpunkt in Germany's
Bremerhaven 200 are going strong, and have begun raising a chick together. In fact,
there are three same-sex pairs of Humboldt penguins at the Bremerhaven 200,
making one third of the 20 penguins there homos! Homo penguins are also hanging
outin200s in Japan, Scotland, and New York!
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IDENTIEY. POLITICS

by Countess Sha'uri

kdeniity politics is the name of a poliical
trend which has emerged in gay, leshian, bisexual
whie feminist and counlercultral  communities.
identity politics place an emphasis on crealing and
maintaining a distinct cultural identity as a means of
opposing the dominant culture.

The very notion of a “Queer Nation” is an
eample of identity polics. The name of a

iberaliradical gay iberationtights group. The idea of
gays as a nation or national lberation for gays is a

manuiactured idea with no historical besis. The tile is
basically an appropriation of Black Nationalist rhetoric.
The difflerence between Black Nationalism and “Gay
Nationalism” is that the idea thet a Black Nation exists
inside Amerika, has a historical basis, while the idea of
aGay Nation has no such basis. The historical basis of
Black Nationalism is that there has been a colonial
relationship first between the white Amerikan naion
and the Great Black Naions of Alica, then between the
whie nation and the forchhle relocation of Black
Afrkans.

Revolutionary black nationalits maintain
that the colonial relationship continues 1o this day, and
that a Black struggle for national lberation from
Ameriken colonization is no diffierent from Arab or any
other Revolutionary Struggle for national iberation for
oppressed colonies, o people or ethnic groups around
the world.

Gay Nationalism, by contrast, is not based
on a history of gays as a nation. “Gay Nation” is a
miltantsounding designation for an organization
whose membership doesnt argue that a gay nation
exists, except as the name of their organization. The
reason that the name sounds miltant is thet it imitales

Mymdalwdpa;l:s. Anexample of
is

aum Party, which calis for
selidelermination for the black community,

repayment of financial debt owed to the hlack
community, ful employment, decent housing,
honest education, exempion from milkary service, an
end 1o police brukality, freedlom for black prisoners, trial
by jury of racialisocio-economic peers, and “land,
bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, and peace.”

This program does nat concem itself with
what is and is not “a revolutionary act” Rather, &
recognizes the malerial conditions of black people's
lives in the inner clies. In the full text of the 10th point,
the BPP program quites Amerika's declaration of
independence 1o explain thet the alorementioned
demands should be met by the means of nalional
iberation through amed revolulion if necessary. BPP
fexts indicale thet the Panthers did indeed believe that
revolulionary violence would be necessary for the
atiainment of their goals. They did not believe that their
goals could be met through cultural subversion.

The Panthers, in fact, polemicized ageinst
cultural nationalism, which is the new Afrikan/Black
community's equivelent of ideniity politics: “The BPP,

which is arevolutionary group of black peaple, realizes that
we have an identity. We have 1o realize our black or Afriken

heritage in order o give us the strength 1o move on and
progress. But as far as retuming 1o the old Afrikan culture,
s unnecessary and t's not advantageous in many
respects. We believe that culture itself will not liberale us.
We're going 1o need some sironger stuff” Talking of

gays.

An organization of gay people could
follow the model of the Panthers by studying whet
malerial conditions afffecting gay people’s lives need
10 be changed. Whether such an organization opted
for reform or revolulion, it would have no need for emply,
decontexualized rheloric about national oppression and
revolution.

The Panthers used such rhetoric only in the
context of explaining their politics, whereas the use of such
thetoric by Gay Nation and other practicioners of identity
politics tends 1o abfuscale, notenlighten. Gay Naion's use
of the word “revolution,” for instance, obscures the reality
of their basically reformist stance. Thelr use of the word
“nafion” chscures the difference between the Black
iheration and gay lheration movement. Identity poltics
place an emphasis on image which interferes with the
clear advancement of a substantive poltical agenda.
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have a number of upcoming projects in the works and need your art! mmmmmmwgwesdwmumpmmm
for upcoming events and workshops, and for our Fucking Without Fear resources. Anything you're able to send s appreciated, whether s skelches,
simple line drawings, or anything else! Even if you've never drawn belore, we would love to receive something. A few things to keep in mind when 4

at

- Ifyou cant make copies, you can send us the original, we can make copies, and retum the ariginal to you right away
- Please let us know if you want your name credited wheve itis used, and what name you want to appear (chosen name or legal name)

- Please let us know if you want your art used for a specific purpose (fe. In the newsletie, etc), or if theve are specific purposes you dont want your art
usedfor. B

« Line drawings and black and white images work the best when being pholocopied.

- Dontt be shy to send drawings with nudity or of sexuality! But since some wont be allowed into certain prisons, that they will ikely be used for
materials on the outside.






