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timtum

Pronounced TiM-tum, using a short u, to rhyme with ‘rim
* rum.” From Hebrew (as pronounced by Polish Jews): tum,
‘a simple or stupid child.’ : '

as either male or female.
2. An effeminate man.
3. A beardless youth with a high-pitched voice.

minable - because clothes comceal the genital areas.

_‘atimtum.

to mean ‘a total loss, an unproductive, uncreative misfit.
~ Thus: ‘He may read a lot, but he’s a timtum,’ or ‘He can’t help;
he’s a timtum.’

9. A sexy, smarY,
(leative, predv ctive
Jewish jemkr-,yccr,

Fr oM ’H?t. ﬁys of Y,JJ.;L

I. An androgynous person - that is, one who has bisexual
or ambiguous characteristics; one who is hard 10 identify

In the Mishna, a timtum is a person whose sex is not deter-.

The original neanipg fanned out, and Jews would call a
young man who was beardless, delicate, high-pitched of voice,

One authorify informs me that in some circlés timtum came
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1 hate the corperate plam for global domimstion through
capitalism. The world in ‘which everyone drinks the ssme
cake -and eats the same burgers aid listéns te the same
tep 4O. Where 'multicultursligm' is s uperficially
acknewledged as a profitable merketing device, Peopla zre

allowed te keep their exotic feeds. ~while
.8inging 'Its A Smell World After L 2s theiy
radicslly different ways of thinking e2nd being sre for
~gottem. —— B

But studying the histery of celenizstion(s), it was 8 let
easier for me_to lament the devastetion of cultures other
than my ewn- pative americans, irish, phillipines, cajums,
-80y group ether than Jews. I could meurn the less of

- languages and dances snd rituals that can eccur in one

generation, not thinking ef my ewn family, in which my
nother, who is fluemt in Yiddish, pessed on nothing,

Both my parents survived the sho'sh, the holecaust, 4us =
kid, tha% experience wss transmitted te me threugh
osmesis, and defineg witheut being articulated, se much
ef my sense of being Jewish. It meant negative things:
loss, death,  displacement, distrust, shame. It meanik met
celebrsting Christmas or believing in Santa, but net
necessarily beimg shown .am al termstive. '

X let of the Jews I kmew grewimg up claimed te be
'culturally Jewieh'., While this is a valid pesitinm
te claim, it requires & censchews effert te value
and maintain Jewish traditiens, te met fully
“assimilate. Unfertumately, fer mamy people being
culturally Jewish seems te mesm ackmewledging enly
2 white-washed version of Jewish identity, It means
-eating bagels amd sayimg 'ey'. Hest urbam geys are-
Jus t @ likely te d o these thimgs. They are tekens
whic k witheut a feumdatien beceme enpty awd mean-
ingloss te the mext gemeratiem. Celebrating a
skeleton: ef the Jewlsh kolidays at mest of my .
friends!-heuses invelved mumblimg threugh sexme
Hebrew. without amy passien, witheut deep or
challseging discussion of what we were deing eor
why. I hate deing: anything: superficislly, I kmew ..
there wis-Ters ...but where: te find it? ks.anm -
adult; mest Jewlsh emviremmsats sre (er feel)
clesed te ma bscause: of sexiem;: homephobia amé.



transphebia, But part ef what wae irsnsmitte d
ne frem my mother was that mmx wy Jewlshness wes
pormament and immutsble. Yeu ceuldm't chamge it,

whether you wanted te or met.:

So I am tryimg to figure eut- what does it mesn te be
a Jew? ' ' LR

I recently heard s rabbi describe a study of the Jewish
populatien ever time. Semehow, semeene calculated
different birth amd deszth rates in all the clusters of
the diaspors ever the centuries. They even took iwte
account ell the genecide- the pegrems, the forced cen-
-versions, the ‘heleczust. And they came up with a
projected number for the glebsl Jewish pepulstion which

wag much higher thaw the number of Jews thst exist teday,

It is underskktandable that there has been attritienm.
Human beings want to survive, te escape persecution. .Te
be comfertable zmd net oppressed. '

Knowimg the oppesition and learming my histery makes me
apprecisate our cultural survival,

My mother is Sephardic. The Sephardim were the Jews of
Spain, whe were expelled im 1492 snd scattered sll ever
the world. A lot of them settled im the former Ottenman
Empire. Semehew, eventuslly, my mether's side of the
family ended up in a shtetl eof Peland before Ww2. Her
father was a tailer ard her mether 2 seamstress, They
spoke only Yiddish. My maternsl grandmether alene had 1l
brothers and sisbers, all of whom had families, almost
all ef whem were killed by the mxikwnazis.

My mether!'sg parents managed te escape te Australia, where
they worked in sweatsheps and raised three kids,

My father was borm inm Warsaw. His family wezs Ashkenazi-
from eastern eurepe. They were aslse mere asgimilated and
hal seme momey. They survived the war in hiding, meving
ecress Eurepe with false identities. (Grewing up I wes
teld that my aunt's name wag*Mary, -but when my father
spoke te his younger sister in-Pélish, he.called her: by
8 different nsme,) They were often.able to pass: because:
of my grandfather's secular-educat en: xRk, 80 ability te

with a high-paying job which prtmdes you with more money than you need t0 <%

_survive, consider it your responsibility to your community to give money

towards the healthcare needs of low-income trans people. 1 encourage anyone
with money to do the same. Having the resources to transition into who we are
means the difference between physical and mental pain every day, and being
right, being real, being whole. i :

»
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MV AVABULIGL LG A g, Uial L WURG upr duu was 101G DY my parents: " we want
you to get a nose job and your ears pinned back so you can find a husband."

Many surgeons also require letters from shrinks to verify a diagnosis of
'Gender Identity Disorder'. There are some wonderful, supportive therapists who
will bend the Standards of Care and offer sliding-scale fees. There are also
inany, many 'doctors' who have incredibly narrow, antiquated ideas of what it
means to be a ‘real' man or woman. Some of these doctors are umigh——

SR, co:cscending fuckers who will charge you $150 an
hour to determine what's wrong with you and what's best for you (because you
couldn't possibly know yourself, you sick little freak of nature!). And some of
them are members of the 'gay community' - people who claim to be Trans Allies
in a political sphere, but who actually know nothing about FTM experience. Yet,
these satme people feel more than entitled as doctors to supervise our jumps
through the hoops of the Standards of Care - for a hefty fee of course. And
although the psychiatric industry classifies transsexualism as 'Gender Identity
Disorder, every insurance company in the U.S. (except two, I think) specifically
excludes coverage of anything related to 'sex transformation', - '

Of course, breast enlargement is much easier and less expensive. Non-
transsexual body modifications which support the binary gender system are
encouraged. People can have their breasts enlarged to the size of watermelons
without needing any psychiatric approval.

And I 'realize that I had it o easy. Even though we have so far to go in

terms of social acceptance and healthcare, conditions have greatly improved for

- some transpeople in the U.S. I am grateful to have all these medical options
available to me, and to not have to worry about coming off the operating table
alive. Randi Etnner's book Confessions of a Gender Defender describes many
real-life examples of transpeople who have been ravaged by the cruelty and
transphobia of the medical system. Stories of people who have been
institutionalized, had botched surgeries, given conflicting and damaging

. hormones, died from being denied care. And I also do'not need to read a book to
hear these stories - they are the stories of too many trans people I know. The
bodies of so many people are marked by the pain of their transitions - they are
scarred from surviving multiple surgeries by ignorant or uncaring doctors; they
cannot get or afford hormones or surgery. These bodies which make people gasp
in horror are fiercely beautiful - they survive even these gasps, again and again.

I am so Jucky to have the upper-class privilege - money - to afford
surgery. Because of job discrimination, and the additional mental stress caused
by being gender-variant in this society, many trans men are low-income.
Therapy, legal name changes, hormones, endocrinologists, and surgery are large
and crucial expenses for many transpeople. Binding (as in binding one's breasts
to create the appearance of a flat chest) is & painful necessity for most FTMs
living as men or trying to be perceived as male. And for inany FTMs with large
chests, it is simply not an option. One of the things I have been able to do with
my class privilege i§ give and raise' money for other trans peoples’ surgery, If
you have the money, 1 encourage you to do the same. If you are an upper-middle
class or owning-class transperson, a trahs person with a'lirge inheritance, or

speak High German (and seversl ether languages) very well,
and ‘kryan' coloring. Whén my fsther was 12 hig family
immigrated te Australis (eme of the few countries which
accepted Jewish refugees), ;

.1 think abeutk my parents' Jewishness amd the ways they
were damaged by Anti-semitism and the war. I kmew that
shertly after thwe war my father's family hsd te leave
Peland (agaim), because of his subversive pelitical
sctivities. And I know that my fatherx used te write
peetry, . because I have heard the stery ef how he once let
a teacher (im France) see his beok of peems. When the
teacher found out he was Jewish, the boek was 'lest!'.,

Hew much was lost. Lives, ckhildhoods, Art ard faith,
Hope. A belief in humanity amd tikkun (kealinmg). Spirit
te pursue things like art amd activism and radical
visions, which are usually ceunter-active to making money
and gainimg secial scceptance, but are crucial te living
fully amd passionately. Awe and wender and opemness,

What is called spirituality is nourishmert of all this,

My father stopped writing peetry and becsme a virulent
atheist,

Everytime I go te shul end everytime I daven I am in
mourning for what was lost. But I am so thankful fer the
strong thin thread that survived. Semetimes I think of
the 'marranes' the cemverses- hidden Sephsrdic Jews, who
were forced te:cenvert te Christiamity by Spain and
Portugal, but secretly maimtained their traditiens,
Often a grandmether would descend te the basement te
light twe candles en Friday evening. A father weuld

wrap himgelf in @ white cloth and fast twe days of
the year. No ome knew why, but that wes what wes dene
in their family, :

In one scene of Art Spiegelmesn's Maus beoks, the auther
draws himgelt at his shrink's office. His therspist,
like s Spiegelman's parents, is a helecaust surviver,
The shrink ssys: 'you, net your father, are in some ways
the real surviver,! :

This is not to devalue the lives ef these who lived '
through hell. But the ways that peeple manage to sur-

-vive are not always gumsboxnbdsaikiythe healthiest, -



There is the overwhelming need te assimilate, te :
conform, to hide and not be tee radical or tee: Jewish.

Last spring, my friend Staci beosme a batmitzveh, and

I had aw eppertunity te go te shul, This occassion just
happened to ceincide with a few ether revelatiems I was
havimg abeut gender, which were making me feel even -
more present in myself. As I stood facing the arky and
watched her receive blessings frem the rabbi, I realized
hew imcredible it is that I exist and that I am Jewlisho
How amazing it is that even this small part of my family
has managed te survive. Thaet although I will never kwew
the particulars ef =all the lives lest and all my rela-
tives and family histery, that I knew this. I can say
the werds "BSaruch ats adonai eleheynu melech ha'elam..."
and know that these exact same words have come out of
the meuths of my ancesters feor generations and .
generations, I can feel their brezth in my meuth. These
words bend time. It is said in Judaism that healing goes
not enly ferward but also back.

I knew this: thst this trsditien was se cherished that
it was meintained threugh extreme herdship. And maybe

w e didn't Jjust survive in spite ef it, but becsuse of
ite I knew something thet wes precious te them, And

when I think of hew mamx little many people(in this cen-
tury of war and disruption and celemizatien) knew of
their family history- I feesl lucky$ Judaism is huge
and it is rich.

I feel like Judaism is a secret package delivered teo me
threugh timew disguised and cancealed, hidden from the

enemy, smuggled through hell under layers and layers of .
protective cever, With parts se dangerous snd large that
they were semetimes uwrkmown te the smugglers themselves,

Now it has landed here, with me, iw kamnerth america,
the year 5760. I den't knew whem my family was last free
to be openly and fully Jewish. Mest Jews never were. I

I fesl a respenmsibility te the generations whe sustsined
this, whe died and lived as Jews- who .2m I te ‘throw away
this most precicus ef gifts- new, when I am finally free
te fully umwrap it.

L\essmj “oNeY '“Y f.’gsl't I’\ ‘H'\t‘
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- Another sadness is about how I acquired this chest. Most of the
surgeons and shrinks are totally exploiting transpeople and making a mint off of
us. Chest surgery costs between $5000 and $8000 in the U.S. (There area ¥

! "cquple of Canadian doctors who do the surgery for under $3000.) You can find

less experienced doctors who will do it for less, but the prices go way upevery |
r::The inflation is above and beyond compensating for rising hospital fees. |
y surgeons also somewhat randomly refuse to operate on certain people

because of their weight, their age, or their hormone/ transition status.

Dr. Toby Meltzer did my surgery. His office.was one of the fanciest .
I've ever seen, and his luxury car is parked downstairs. He routinely raises his
fees by a thousand dollars. He is one of the most experienced 'sexual
reassignment’ surgeons in the country, He is also a Jew: In addition to gender-
related procedures, he does liposuction on fat people (because only thin people
are socially acceptable or attractive), facelifts on older women (because women
have to be young-looking to be desirable), and nose jobs on Jewish girls, to
make them look 'prettier' ( meaning more white/Aryan, less ugly/Jewish). I have




Alterations of the flesh engage the spirit, Fasting, cleansing/ immersion’ A M ‘\% , L(j-
(as in a mikvah), and binding (25 with t'illen) are more familiar Jewish physical | 7 { BC+ ] M
vehicles for intense psychological shifts, into a mental state that could be ;

designated sacred. Cutting or piercing, in a sexual or S/M context, have a 6% g LN
similar effect, and therefore require (for me) a certdin level of trust and " "R

connection. It seems obvious that such a radical and deliberate reshaping of my . 5 4
body as chest surgery should be intensely spiritual. However the process of LRANEN ‘B o ! (R4 CA—f Q
preparing for surgery is pathologized and depersonalized and felt gut- & .

wrenchingly wrong to me. It was like one of those Star Trek episodes where, _ g '-I-Ll

due to a rift in the spcae-time continuum, Captain Picard becomes trapped in an ' "-P’ (€ [ne war.
alternative universe, wheze all the people and places are the same, but something Pl ' .

feels inexplicably wrong{In the right universe, gender changes would be

celebrated similarly to the way heterosexual weddings are now: by the combined
support of family, community, spirituality and state. (But then in an ideal world,
there would be no imperialist nation-state, but rather a network of cooperative
comimunities, |
After speaking with me, a local rabbi generously offered to do a

mikvah (ritual immersion) before my surgery. I didn't go through with it for
several reasons, one of which is that a ritual which involves being naked in front
of another person (in this case a female rabbi) is inapptopriate for most
transpeople, who are very uncomfortable in their bodies. At the time, I didn't
know enough about Jewish practices to create my own, the way that Jéwish'
women have created new rituals for menstruation, menopause, and recovery
from sexual assault, among others, And I was lacking confidence and a
knowledge of precedent. I did not realize that Jewish practice has changed !
constantly and radically over the millenia, and that even many seemingly .
established events, such as Bat and Bar Mitzvahs, are only several decades olg(1
did not want this event to be marked only by having to lie to nty employer and
shrinks, by having cold interactions with medical providers, and by making a
large withdrawal from my bank account |

‘ - 1did stand on the edge of the Columbia Slough, brush the lint
from my inside-out pockets and say Tashlich : *And You will cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea" (Micah 7:19). I did walk down to the Latino grocery
store and fill a box with tall white novena candles, . ‘

" “Funeral?" the clerk asked me, ' .
"No, surgery." -
He nodded solemnly and handed back my change.
Friends made me intricate candle-wrappers of prayers and sexy -

pictures, protective beasts ard small birds (feygelech) with stitched chests, We :
brought all these candles to the hospital and I kept them lit in my bedroom for |
the week while I lay in bed bandaged and read sci-fi and James Baldwin, =




What is it?

I feel your hdnds on me from the inside-
I feel your breath in my mouth -
What will happen to you

Feel it feel it in a good way. :
They -can't see you so what but you are. there i
you exist you are the invisible boy

You are defiant -and exist despite them. - \
You can survive in hiding in the sewers of my sel.f.n\

You. emerge you are starved You are bl:l.nded \

everything is red and hurts.
But tk{n.s w%ll pass., You will walk above grﬂund.
Someday you will be special but -
you will wear .no: &pecial- marking.

- sna§ URGERY

wlﬂen vese ogf of o docter’s slab
- ¢5+ 'S rlece. df M)’ \'\e“(-t_ "

—-HQ_qu’ -unl "'L.LAV\)(/ ]r‘lc_\A
! T-°Jo\7l is the ‘alf'H\JKX of e warld_ *

Feaditiomal Resh, HasL\a"“L l'-+”r77

“The day before Rosh Hashanati #he beginning of the Jewish year 5760,

e I got a flat chest.

Rosh Hashanah is a holiday of renewal and the first day of the Jewish
* New Year. It isalso traditionally the birthday of Adam.

I'love love love my new chest. Now I catch myself in the mirror, or feel
the pull of my t-shirt across guy bare chest, and it finally looks and feels right.
It's an instant and unmediatéd Rightness. And now my gender is materialized i m
some ways, Although most of the world still can't see it, W
dﬁhm,_:g__a:;m@m and my in-between-ness, physically.

. But there is also sadness. Sadnesslcan‘thﬂtepm_p_;ﬁ:-t,ymﬁﬁdeep.
'Real' transsexuals aren't supposed to feel this, according to the doctors.
Fuck that.

If you have a smaller chest (think A or B cup), then the doctors can just
make-a small incision by your-aureola, do some liposuction, and sew you back
up. There's practically no visible scarring and nipple sensation is often retained.
1, however, was not a small-chested boy. My nipples were cut off, cored out,
clipped down, and grafted back on'in a different place. There's no nerve action
going on there. It's a drag, because when I had tits I didn't really get to enjoy any
3 nipple sensation, and now that my chest is flat and I can deal with it, I can't feel
anything, Now my nipples, or 'cosmetic pmk dots' as I affectionately refer to
them, feel prosthetig. They are erotic in an imaginary way, like my strap-on .
prick. Some people regain some kind of féeling, but it's usually not erotic, it's
; not what it was, Maybe there's some vital medical information that I'm missing,

but it doesn't make sense to me that doctors have figured out how to turn a dick
into a working pussy, but they can't remove breast tissue without severing the
nipple nerves. Seems like a matter of priorities, to me,

The plus side of having had this type of surgery is that I have these ¢
Foxy scars. They're shaped like an anchor, arcing up from my sternum to below

mv armnits. T love mv scare - vav for the nervart aacthatin
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- of the Jewish ghette in Lvov. Theusards ef Jews were

rounded up and executed...t few survived by hiding
in the tunvels of the sewer system, bemeath the-city.
+esWhen the Russpians liberated Lvev, the Jews
emerged frem the sewers leooking mere like crestures
of the underwerld tham human beings: steeped ever, -
cevered witk mud, emsciated amd wearimg rags., Their :
nonths im darkness had blinded them, se that fer weeks

| weeks the werld lecked to them bleed-red. "

SEE
o

Ala v ey

The sewer, always a possible escape hatch,




Deir Hellery, -

'Laat3night'I&hadhogequﬁmy,dreamsﬁthat.take %4y

place in huge, abandoned institubional build-
ings. Like the old train statiogn in Detroit
‘but 10 times bigger. I was staying in a decrepit
room‘with metal furniture and old mattresses

on the floor, At the end of the hall was a door
with a frosted glass window., Inside was a medical

clinic. I went in for a free consultation and
the dgmoctor asked me if I'd like boy hormones
at sliding scale - $5 .per treatment, Yes! Yes]
Yes! I samid and I tqﬁg seme and went back to

my room. I looked down &t my legs and they
were amputee legs like yours, except bent at the
ends. I looked in the rusted medicine cabinet

mirror above my small sink and - I had beautiful

stubble on my chinl It was so exciting. Then
you were there. You had brown hair and were .
wearing anmk old white undershirt anig: underwear,
I showed you my stubble and told you &bout the
amazing boy hormones and the free clinic. You
said $'T didn't think you'd do that.'' And T
said ‘'yeah, I didn't want to go through all the
Sigtaseedng shrinks and being diagnosed.
rodigphoricebut this was so easyl' Then
Wﬁ&é«%ﬁ <legs and.I cried about them,
We' hadi‘Some big'.emotional trauma-bonding, then
you said with.d:big smile: R'But this means you
can be in the'Mis's Amputee Pageantl#' And I tried
to. ;émg&%ne-. hew that would work with my ‘gender
and- s Tl TR R SO

I walk out into the rain and wonder how to love this. How to find a
place in these uncomfortable groups, in this tradition which has no mention of
me. How can I love Yiddish, a language in which the only word I can find that
possibly refers to trans people is timtum® - which comes fromthe word for
"stupid' or 'ineffectual’. I wonder how to hold my cheek to these cracked shards
and still love what hurts me, what has erased me and denies me. I know
Judaism itsclf is a model. It maintains a faith in all that is, despite the Jewish
experience of extreme anti-Semitism and genocide. I think this is about’a’
commitment to survival. . Judaism presents this example: that at our most
inspired we choose to honor the holiness of this world. We choose to live fully,
which requires a faith in the potential for improvement of this world. .

‘During the services at Beth Israel, the rabbi described an ancient
mystic's vision of the Temple, filled with angels. The angels kne] and incant
perpetually:.

Wyrp VI

‘/“\1{1 hly l"ly

I walk down to the Broadway Bridge in the pelting rain. My insides hurt with
the void that should be family, community, I chant kadosh kadosh kadosh. This
world hurts and it is holy. Judaism is broken and it is missing the voices of
queers and gender-variant people.




straight space, and yet one that I'm very invested in. It makes my
genderqueemess and consequent anxiety light up like a neon sign.

So I'm sitting, obsessing and feeling very out of and in place
simultaneously. I scan the room, and although 'you can't tell by looking' at us, I
relish the similarities of feature - the rows of dark hair, full profiles, the
gesturing and intonation that sounds like family,

And then from the seats in front of me, I hear voices that are even more
familiar - Aistralian Jewish voices, Three older female relatives of the bat
mitzvah girl have arrived. They sound like my mother, my aunt, my mother's
childhood friends. And they are zaftik and made-up and adorned in a way that is
also familiar. It is a nice queer/ Jewish cross-over that reads to me as not-WASP
or not-straight femme in different contexts,

I can't help but break out into a huge smile, but I immediately lopk
down and try and hide it, before they wonder: 'who is that weirdo, sitting there
grinning at us? 2 1 ' FUC '

The whole thing is heart-wrenching. Jews have never engaged in these
traditions alone; these practices are inherently communal, Conducting a Jewish
ritual as an isolated human being feels 'off’, like eating bread during Pesach.

The service starts and we read, docile, from prayer-books. It feels too
cramped, too rote. The cantor and the rabbis chant most of the prayers alone and
all the congregation gets to do is read responsively from our rows, It feels very
Christian, very assimilated, very Reformed. I realize how important it is to me to
move and express and participate in a service, Finally, the rabbi begins to speak.
We are at the Torah portion which describes Jacob wrestling with the angel, and
so she is discussing angels. She begins to talk about the difference between
Jewish and Christian concepts of angels. Now this I like. Angels, in Jewish

 tradition, are not cherubic harbingers of goodness. They are fierce and

" sometimes terrifying. And unlike Christianity, Judaism sees them as an -

‘interesting side note. the greatest relevance of angels, says the rabbi, is as a .
metaphor for humanify at its most inspired. As illustration, she describes a scene
from the film Towards a Hate-Free Millenium, about Matthew Shepard, During
the trial of Shepard's murderers, the homophobic Reverend Phelps and his
followers demonstrated outside the courthouse. They carried their usual signs,
which said 'God Hates Fags' and ‘Mathew is Burning in Hell'. The rabbi
describes how Matthew's frienids dressed up as angéls, with halos and wings, and
simply stood in a line; radiating.

It is pleasantly shocking to hear a straight person speak out about
homophobia to a room full of (mostly) other straight people. It's just so unusual.

And meanwhile I sit there, in the fourth row, with no angel costuine,
fiext to the Jewish families who are not catrying any signs, but just sitting, with
a wide silent berth between us.
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organ rupturing when I'm already knocked down. I know it shouldn't - I know
the history and the contemporary reality - I know how power works and that I
should be sufficiently jaded and bitter by now. But I don't want to be, damnit

- Tt still hurts more to hear a rabbi defend the biblical laws against
sodomy and m-oss-dressmg, than it does to hear it from the Christian
Fundamentalists, It hurts'more to know how Jewish C.E.O.s like Charles
Hurwitz are destroying the forests for greed and to know how the Isracli
government tortures and massacres Palestinians. It hurts more to know that
when the surviving Jews were liberated from the camps, the homosexuals were
left behind to die. v :

So I've stopped going to P'nei Or. I'm hoping it's only temporary. But in

the meantime I decide to check out some of the other local synagogues.

It's Friday morning and I'm all set - I've packed my kippah, a clean

* white shirt, and a copy of Shalom Portland. It's getting dark at 4:30 now and

tonight the torrential rain starts, Barbur Blvd. is an ocean of cars and I am a
stealth minnow on my bicycle, getting soaked, searching for the dome of
Ahavath Achim, the Sephardic synagogue. I'm excited because my mother is
Sephardic, and I've never been to.a Sephardic service before. I lock up my bike,
enter the lobby and start stripping off my raingear. I've got prayers under my
tongue and as I reach down for my kippah, I see a sign at the entrance to the
sanctuary: ¥ R

"Please respect our tradmonal separate seatmg anangement
Men sit at the front, women at the back." -

I get back on my bike and head out into the rain.

Tonight I've decided to try out Beth Istaél, the large fancy Reform
synagogue. I know one of the rabbis and she is wonderful. She is always
welcoming and ﬁ'lelldl}' towards me and frequently makes a point of bringing up
gay and lesbian issues, And a friend already outed me to her as trans, so I don't
have to worry about that.

This weekend a young woman in the congregation is havmg abat
mitzvah, Her extended family is there to celebrate. They are sitting in the next
three rows in front of me,

It is hard to describe the dlsoomfort that descends on me in public ;
spaces. Some days I don't care what I look like and some days I'm obsessed with
being seen as a boy - I.stomp around, square off my shoulders anduy to get by
without using my voice. When I feel this way, getting called 'ma'am' or 'miss' or -
'she' feels like a wmdow suddenly shattenng next to my face., Lknow that most.

refrai ifiting it out to me, I'm
so much happier. Being at shul is especially awkward because it i




«SHUL- SHOPPING?

‘For the last five months I have been spending intermittent Friday
evenings with P'nei Or, the Jewish Renewal congregation. The services are kind
of goofy - there's a lot of spontaneous dancing and tambourine playing. The
rabbi plays an acoustic guitar. But I love the intention, the kavannah, the focus.
Everyone (who wants to) can sing, stand, chant, walk outside to say the amidah
(silent prayer) at their own pace, comment, say a bracha (blessing). The music is
always semi-improvised and the loose-binder siddurim are always being added
to. It includes Ashkenazi and Sephardic melodies and songs that the rabbi is
currently writing. It draws from every branch of Judaism (reform, chassndlc
reconstructionist, etc.). The mystery of the tradition - the curves of the hebrew
letters, the meditative chant of nigguns, the resonance of the Jewish calendar in
our collective memories -is gathered inwards on these Friday nights, as we c1rcle
our hands’ over the lit shabbes candles,

Unlike most other services I've attended, I am not immediately
attacked, excluded, or unaffected, However, there is a palpable discomfort,
which is especially noticeable in such a small congregatlon 1t's also especially
jarring to feel so un-welcome after pMclpaung in such a moving shared
experience. In some ways davenning is like great sex or art or other experiences
which can bond you to people through their intensity.

1 realize that part of this is my own gender discomfort - discomfort with
the way I am perceived, with being called ‘she' and 'girl' and 'sister’, And
discomfort caused by not feeling confident enough to correct anyone, come out
to anyone in this setting, yet.

Another part of this discomfort seems to be a Jewish cultura]
characteristic, which could be called unfriendliness. or over-protectiveness.
Judaism is the opposite of evangelical. For example, traditionally, anyone
seeking to convert to Judaism must make this request three times before being
taken seriously. This attitude is understandable in a historical context, in which
Jews have often had to evade intrusions by hostile outsiders. However in the
context of the U.S. diaspora, this behavior is counter-productive to welcoming
the multitudes of alienated Jews back into any sort of Jewish community, Maybe
this unfriendliness also has to do with our own internalized anti-Semitism:
maybe it is too uncomfortable to connect with others with whom we have litile
in common except our shared Jewishness. Or maybeé this unfriendliness reflects
the extent of Jewish assimilation mto ‘white, individualistic, owning-class
culture.

But certainly a part of this is homo- and transphobia. I started attending
services with two very conventlonally-attracnve femme friends of mine. The
difference in the welcomes we received (or in my case, didn't) Was very painful
and obvious.

I don't know what the rabbi's stance is on trans- and queer-ness and I
haven't brought it up (since I've been there, nobody else has either), I want to be
that brave, but honestly I am afraid of what I'll hear. To be rejected by society at
large is, you know, kind of a drag, but in some ways it's nothing new, and I'm
not that invested in mainstream society anyway. But it especially sucks ass to be
rejected and despised by Jews. A betrayal by other Jews feels like an internal

deno( } bflov\/ al) ﬁus.
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Reform, Chassidic, Reconstrucllomst, Orthod0x, Renewal, and Conservative are
‘some of the many different branches/ approaches/ practices of Judaism. These
branches often overlap and subdivide,

The Jewish Diaspora A

Jewish communities have existed all over the world. There are many

subcultural groups, each with their own customs, languages, foods, music, etc.
Hebrew is the main textual and religious language of the Jewish people, but at
one time each of these sub-cultural groups had their own day-to-day languages
as well, which mixes of Hebrew and the languages of wherever they were living,
Because of the Holocaust, and mass migration to Israel, most of these languages
are increasingly scarce. T M iy

The more priviledged and recognized Jewish cultural group is
Ashkenazi Jews, Jews from central and Eastern Europe. They spoke/speak
Yiddish - a mixture of Hebrew, German, and other languages. "Mizrahi - eastern
in Hebrew - is used to describe people descended from Jewish communities that
never left the Middle East and North Africa in the course of their Jewish history.
Their home language was usually arabic or Judeo-Arabic and many aspects of
their culture were closer to their Arab neighbors than to Ashkenazi Jews. The
adjective Sephardi is the term that derives from Sepharad, the Hebrew word for
Spain, representing those descendants of the Jewish community that flourished
in Spain or Portugal for hundreds of years until the Catholiuc Inquisition and
expulsion of the Jews in 1492. This community was dispersed and settled
primarily in the Ottoman Empire, especially in Morocco, Turkey and Greece."
-They spoke/ speak Ladino, a medeival Judeo-Spanish language.

"There are other, ancient, Jewish communities that are neither
Ashkenazi, Sephardi, nor Mizrahi. Though some Ethiopian, Italian, Greek, and
Indian Jewish communities trace their lineage to those lands for more than a
thousand years, their histories are tied in complicated ways to the other
Mediterranean and Middie Eastern Jews." -

(quoted text from Bridges, a journal for Jewish feminists and our friends, vol. 7)

The Calendar Ve ;
The Jewish calendar is lunar and solar-based. Bach new 24-hour period begins at
sunset, rather than sunrise. There are 13 months, with an extra leap month
thrown in every three years, to compensate for the cycle of the sun, Jewish time
is also based on the observance of the sky and moon, instead of only fixed,
calculated time, Because the length of days and nights varies with the seasons,
the length of Jewish hours and minutes also varies.

It is currently the Jewish year 5760. Traditionally, the year one was
considered the time of the world's creation, Jews often use the abbreviations

C.E. (Common Era) or B.C.E. (Before Common Era), instead of the Christ-
based B.C. or AD. - ‘ LY
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So, lets fight the power, starting with a little Jewish terminology. (If you're from
New York, you will probably know all this, This list is tailored to my current
West Coast locale, where I have discovered such tragic voids as unfamiliarity
with the word 'schlep'*,) This will prevent embarrassing situations, like saying
'Huh? What? What's that?' for the tenth time when your Jewish friend tells you
she can't hang out on Friday night because its 'SHA-biss', It might also give you
an extra angle to impress that sexy Jew you've been crushed out on|

| Jewish genderfreak srifag . |
_anti-Nazi resistancefighter||.

Shabbes (Yiddish) or Shabbat (Hebrew) - the sabbath, a time for rest and " Tl Mo T
reflection, which begins at sundown on Friday night, and ends at sundown on _ Born in France in 189l te'a
Saturday evening. It is traditional - and a mitzvah! - to light candles, say ‘wezlthy. Jewish literary '
blessings, eat well, sing, study Torah, bathe, dress up, and have sex, among family, At the -age of 15, he. .
other things. Shabbat is often metaphorically referred to as a bride or queen, ‘fell inm love With his step- . R T T R T T i
: : § “gibling:Suzanne Malherbe, . = *- q laude Cakun ¥
Mitzvah - originally referred to the laws of the Torah; but has come to also . _ ‘alias Marcel Moere, They ~ ‘gelf -pertraip, 1925 .
thean any good deed. . weré te be life-lomg cempam~'= - oo ow TUOMEIEAE,

+ons and art ce-cemspirateurs.

Torah - can refer to the entire body of sacred Jewish literature or the five Books 143918, Mo teok £ke Hame Clamie: Cok WRs The Fivet nama

of Moses: . Clawde 15 gender ambiguews 1w Fire nok. The last mame
Holidays was. Bdken ‘from his maternsl SyiatnelmeysiCanun). by .
There are so many rich and beautiful holiday traditions.. this is just the briefest ; Ef’hu“-.yb"‘ IUP_{,W : 9.{ ';4,'9?.}3_‘?'.-_"". » the {J ewl#h surname of {#° .
of introductions, Y- bRe priestlyi¥ineigs. ' ‘ - s
Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah are the Jewish High Holy Days - 5 . The act of defiance attached to -
Yom Kippur is a solemn holiday during which we fast and ask forgiveness from : Ieawqg Schwob” to affect “Cahun” can thus only be seen as one of flaunting
people we have wronged and God. Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. A .+ one’s Jewishness in the face of the heightened anti-Semitism of postwar France,

shofar (ram's horn) is blown a hundred times at the synagogue. Eat apples
dipped in honey and new fruits of the season - yum!

Sukkot - a harvest festival, and a reminder of the time which the
Israelites spent wandering in the desert. It is traditional to build beautiful open

. akind of provocation every Bit‘as dangerous as parading one’s lesbianism. |/

QR one#? tvans gendery

booths or sukkahs outside, decorated with art, fruit, leaves, I ghts, etc. | | .< 'L 11-1 Pa}riS, Cahun I-Jrieﬂy engaged in theatrical pursm;ts, while
Purim - Read the story of Esther and make lots of noise to drown out ' continuing to contribute to literary journals, In 1930, “he pro-
the name of Haman, who tried to kill the Jews. Dress up in costume, party, . - duced Aveux non avenys (Avowals not admitted ) a book of prose

drink, and eat cookies. _ ‘ poetry and photomontages made i i

- Pesach/ Passover - A celebration of freedom and spring, It involves Cahun espoused leftist pilitics a;:l :fuzb:m; o o,
eating matzah instead of bread, and having seders - ritual meals during which we ] I it played a role
read from a haggadah The story of the Israelite slaves' liberation from Egypt is S 5 v reor e
told. There are many radical new hagaddahs, which also focus on other
oppressions, such as racial and gender equality and liberation.

in the Surrealist

Indeed Cahun's entry into the world of the Parisian litc;ai'y :jtva;nt;gai'de

Yom Ha'Shoah (Holocaust Rememberence Day); Tisha B'Av (tree- ~ was marked by h}g-adopting a pseudonym, the first name of which—Claude—
appreciation festival), Hanmilah, Tisha B'Av, Shavuot, and Simcha Torah . announced a gender indeterminacy that further adjustments in her physical ap- . -
(celebration of the Torah) are some of the other minor {ewish holidays. RN, - pearante and self-presentation would reinforce, Shaving higkhead, or dying the -

: TR R “short crew catishe sometimes allowed t6-grow pink of gréen, she adopted a mask
( *schlep is a yiddish word meaning 'to drag‘.) - of masculinity that " he further exaggerated, for example, in the photographic
- Talso use it to mean drag as in drag king PR L R e R e I D G M, L g R




=0 P UPDATE #2600

'-". '~ It is.almest Sukket amd. temight I wewt te the fira'h
of my- Intre te Judalsm elasaes. Bukket is a harvest
festival, when. Jews ‘build decerated besths, called
sukkahks; eutside, te.sleep. and sat. in fer the seven
day helidsy, The elass stands under “the besutifully ~
decovated sukkah of & lecal symagegue. The rabbi

! ¢, 1g expleining a dilemma:. his wife hes always’ leved '
 Christmas lights. Oy, hew embarassing fer & rakbl] <3
That kind of 'geylm madpess? has we place inm a geed
{ 7\ Jewish hems, rig:ht? Well, eme year, the rabbl and PES
' his wife were im Jerusalem for Sukket. They were
in.the great plaza by the wailing wall, where &

4 . huge cemmunity sukksh was set up. A1Y areund the

~ gquare, venders were sellimg deceratlens, including
bexes of little Iights ew strimgs, called: -

Jfeminine, tl'us too v!m prqccted aslconstandy medsatcd czther through the mask

of ‘makcup and artifice or- through the segies of actual masks she assumed and
'.-wuh Wh.tch lze surrounded hcrsclf These remarkable sdf-pomr.s which serve n:
28 a series. of baffles behind wh:ch the “real” Claude Cahun dmppears. ﬁmcuon
ﬁmhcr as the matcml from w}nch Moore, Cahun's half-sxster anid lovcr, creatccl
‘photomontages to ‘mark the teni sections of Aveusx non avenues (or Canceled 1 Confes-
swns) Gahun's collecuon of autobxognphxcal namuvcs, pocms, accounts of

fr

et



Even thewgh I hate being percelved as  a girl, I
recegiize the ameunt of safety it provides me, Fer
example, at the FIM cenference in Les hngeles,
several guys btalked abeut havimg te transitien .
because they were se umaccepted and umsafe everyw
where, Fer example, they had been beaten up by butch
dykes at lésbian bars whe theught they were mem,

I can go te tke dyke bar xim smd be seew as 2 dyke,
even though I feel like I am being partly misrecs..
ognized. And I kwew my childheed weuld have been
way mere hellacieus if my gender issues had been
mere apparent.

In a2 way, I'm almest always passing, 95 either 'male!
or 'female!, because 99.9% ef peeple den't see my
gender. They den't have a concept fer amything ether
than men arnd w emem, In this semze, passing meams
being fit imte tke bimary gerder systam.[l'don't
'pass? when people den't kmew what I am, Then

they are actually seeing me mere accurately, even
though this receguition is almest always kestile,]

“h§£2§l would: want te be recegmized as
my own queer gender - which is defimitely not s
womam amd. et a mem, I'm realizing thet part of why
1 like béimg called 'he', is te hove that dissensmce
acknewledgedo I kmew that it cewfuses peeple

and foels wremg. That's the peint- I am 'wremg'-

I den't fit, And I thimk 2 let ef peeple, whatever
thelr gender presentatiew, den't, fit either, they
don't  feel like 'real.mem!'ter ! real wememf.,
There a.re meny.[maky} gemderqueer people im the
werld, just w aitdmg-fer lamguage and suppert, te

In an idealF"”

ceme' eut. Hopefully, trans pelitics smd culture will
make create mere s:pace amd eptions fer weople,

.similarly te the way queer cultwre has, Hepefully,
ir 20 years, me and 8ll my currently. gender-anguished
rpeers will be able te sit arouné;&nd¢INHQHgabqut

how alene amd crazy we felt.
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This is partly because it's hard te believe thet
semeene accepts me as & bey, when they den't fully
accept themselves as male until they cam pass 150%.
This is where the cerrelatiom breaks dewn fer me,
between passing as a Jew and as a gi? o Other than
the time I get a hitchhiking ride frema nee-Nazi’
with a8 swastika tateced en his arm, I can't think

ef tee many times that Il've wanted te pass as a gey.
I can defiritively say that I heve ne desire te be .
mere Christian-like thsn I have already been ferced
te be. But it seems like mest' tramspeeple (imcluding
me right wew) are striving te pass amd hating the
parts that den't pass. Semetimes it is v o

te distinguish be : ' pheria and intern-
lized transphebiae
e i=be oW hdgliay o

’VYDAT E =y

Its beew a ceuple momtks since I wrete the last: -
draft ef this essay. My ideas sbout gender are '@
chawnging se muck as I meet mere imspiring people,
have mere conversatiens, find mere beeks, have mere
time te thimk. I'm reelizimg that a let ef the
preblem is this: while I'm perfectly happy net _
passing as Christian er straipht, whem I .demn't pass
' as a guy fthere is no recegnized categery fer me

1 hich fee roNg o

Seme- peepls, because eof their pkysical presembtatien,
are placed by ethers im the categery of'trammy’ er
‘gemdertrash' when they dew't pass. Because of my
'feminire! traits, I pass well as a girl mest ef
the time. & butcky, dykey girl, but wet a gender
that utterly cenfounds people imn the way that ether
mere physically ambigueus peeple doo papt of this
has te de with the fact thet I'm livimg im Pertland
a8 goed-gized tewn with a large dyke pepulatien, ?

Depo-Testosterone
testosterone cyplonate sterile solution *
(testosterone cyplonate injection, USP)
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3 38 Biuicig sbewt faa rﬁﬂ ‘praniag!, ks s Jew,  erveial nle vacamT- | am the riqglit alien.
means ass; on, Pasging always mesws being N : o= AP

acoepted inte a more demimant greup: white, Christ- race for 'i—/ bl wet the F‘?l\'\' '\llt“. jﬁn ders

iaw, wen-trams, etc, It iivelves preving that yeu , o e :

are !9.E_B_Qmﬁﬂiﬂg..ﬂl?ﬂﬁédlli‘lfeﬁ!r. I have even : S cor The cjfea{\'éf' il °'(' peace in The

heard the term passing used te describe the sitwa- ’f TS 7 e :

tien ef genetic mew, whe must preve their mamheed. g

Passing always meams hiding semething., It implies i

‘pesing as semething ether them what yeu are, It

implies tryimg.te cenferm te, and live wp te, other

-

peeples! stamdards. and. expectatie RE.

vnivers e, | aqree ave ‘a sex c,hqx;c.___

Y e

. . ' alien’ sex c.‘no..nje '°pf.l"¢d'fm. Close Lp: | |nowe
1 understand that we frequemtly must pass in erder ' + \ l _ 1_ “
te De safe im this sécietyo But I den't want ' ‘a beav e j”’je”—’ stiver melallic rfic,l:‘

'paseing’.te _be. the ultimste geal for me. I leve it A Io-w) knige cils i off slew clean neo bloed,

Anc} new we seg:

“When peeple read me as male, but I den't want te S
kave te wetk be myself i erder te pass. And whem ) .vs‘l' \,\-\- vhlerne b and {-l'«; ohe.
Eomeene recegnizes me as a bey, I hatete call 1t “ L. l _ f j ¥

- _} a

passiag because it suggests I'm not beimg whe I @

already am,.It suggests that they are heing tricked
inte iéfeiiiﬁém‘aifiiﬁafﬁ;‘lﬁ:}'In met. Amd I den't
tike saying that I'm-lnet passiag'. 1t seunds like
I'm failimg, like I'm met acceptabls. We need new

language.

I don't want te pass witk all these implicatiens,
I want to be seen and recegnized s who I already
ame Lud wam as who I am waturally meant te beceme
te change and grew imte, == ’

SR TR L R e
And g{_T_gr;wasz | it ad'. The _’\'E\He mx’_i’-_ s a
Vr,ry' .(-bl(y ﬁ\“t“ _‘\"rq.hn)/ 71!" wi’l',F\ r‘tcl lqa,h;
Turns st wele taking the same sl_d'uﬂ”k'luck

o our“'aahewbif'fd.s. She's wcqr-“:-;f\'_ '|‘w-ﬂ uoi;ﬁ
_ tink:
ekt Why Jid | oot ot wy dick 7

"o
is si

TPagging! is such am imtermalized werd. There are _.lir\-. erie M\J f-\iir"hh_ w]'Pk wme + I
etill big chunks of my braim that feel aghamed fer
wet beimg masculise enough, for met passinsg, etc.
When I hang eut with ether tramsguys and they rec-
eguige me as male, it feels great, but semstimes

I also feel ashamed, 1like they are G¢ing me a faver,
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I was very young and it was areund Hamnukah time-
Christmas for (seeminmgly) the rest ef the werld.
Of. ceurse, ‘beimg a yeumger versien of the glamerecwus
art-fag that I am teday, I was imsawely jealeus of
81l the lights and deceratiemns en 21l the ether
heuses. It was art, and I wasr't allewed te be ‘
part ef it, My paremts weremn't shewing us awy of ™
the besutiful awd cresdive Jewish traditiems that — 1
weuld have made that time feel like mere tham aw ;:j;,
abgence-ef-Christmas. Se I talked my yeuwnger brether
iwte putting up Chanuka deceratiems. They were messy_;:5
little kid drawimgs em cemstructiem paper taped te
the windew.ef eur heuse. Ne eme could have deciph- R
ered them frem the street. jgé)

Then my mether came im, She saw what we had demne,
and immedistely tere dewm eur drawings. Ske reacted
with ; an amger that was disprepertiemstely grave
and deep, It was a mement whemn we were being taught
semething: that this is met what we de: we de wol V4
anmeunce ‘eur Jewishwess te the werld. De we shew @
it te eack ether? Im swbtle, twisted ways. In lew- §5/
veiced cemmemts thot Jews are smarter, better then A
ethers. ' '

I still feel this shame. Part ef me feels ashamed
when I acknewledge my ethnicity awd differemce te
nenwlews or te Jews whe den't idewtify as Jewisho .

The messages I get frem my paremts were cenfusing
because fer se lewg I could met see the enemy. The
experience ¢f the Helecaust cawk sed many eof its
survivers te semse danger everywhere. Yes, there
was (awd is) amti-semitism 21l areund us, but in
the U.S. it is mestly subtle, net the immediate
life-threatening kind, This kimd will kill yeu tes, O\
but slewly, gewtly. It kills cultures, the soul of
& peeple, threugh assimilatien, wet threugh actuall;
destreying their bedies. Whem we have been made so
afraid, se aghamed, that we cammet even raise ovr
veices te explain ewr traditiews te eur childrew, -

then we have takwn in e enemy. . v
VU el
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Long before the Negro child perceives this
difference, and even longer before he understands
it, he has begun to react to it, he has begun-to be
controlled by it. Every effort made by the child's
elders to prepare him for a fate from which they
cannot protect him causes him secretly, in terror,
to begin to await, without knowing that he is doing
~ 50, his mysterious and inexorable punishment. He

must be “good” not only in order to please his
* parents and not only to avoid being punished by
them; behind their authority stands another, name-
Eﬁgﬂg?@i?:@ﬁﬁéi:ﬁlﬁnitcl}r B:ardgr to please, and

|_bottomlessly cruel. And this filters into the chiid'y
llwg:onsr::iousness' through his parents’ tone of voice as

he is being exhorted, punished, or loved; in the

sudden, uncontrollable’note of fear heard in his
- mother’s or his fadwr_'sE Voice when he has strayed
beyond some particular boundary. ‘He does not
know what the boundary is, anid he can get no
explanation of it, which is frightening enough, but
! the fear he hears in the voices of his elders is more
- frightening stifl. * '

James Baldwin Tre Fire Neﬂ Tima
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In self-defense class I learmed abeut a medel called
a Certinwum of Vielence, which cam be applied te

any foerm of oppressien, It illustrates the idea "
that individual, small sots ef vielence are related
te and eneble the mest systemic amd destructive ones.

At ene emd of the spectrum we have all the daily
incidents which we try te blew eff swd beceme imm
immune te. Fer example, sems everyday experiemces

of racist vmielence for peeple of celer are: .
wegative, stereetypical images of peeple of celor

in the medha; verbal harzssmemt, racist er eure
centric cemments;: ing fellewed in steres amd
agsumed te be a crimimal, etc. etc. 411 these
seemingly little things are cwimlative snd wear dewm
eur sense of self-werth. They cendition us te acc ept
accep t greater vielatiews. ” : '

Further aleng the cewtinuum of racist vielemce are
thimgs like being denied empleyment, educatiem, k
healthcare, leams and hpusing; being crinimalized
and imcarcerated. The end ‘of the centimuum fer all
ferms of eppressiem is the mest extreme: rape, mu
_:murder, cultural ebliteratien and geweclde.

Basic survival is the mest pressing issue fer mest
transpeeplo. At least ene of us is murdered avery
mentk in.the U.,S. Thers are few laws pretecting us
frem jeb amd heusing diseriminatiem. Healthcare
(basic and trarg-specific) is usually imaccessible,
unavailable er unafferdable. imd that's net even
getting intermatienmal. :

Hewever, all this is net umcemmected te the painful
everyday stuff, eftem ceming frem people 'in the
cemmunity' whe sheuld kmew bette r, '
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Knewingly reforring te & tral}spernn'by the wremg
presoun is DISRESPECTFUL akd a step en- this . ‘
continuum.

If semeshe cam't be bethered te Ee_t ny fucking
proreun right, this tells me several things abeut
thems ) ] :

1} They den't care cmough absut me or sther trans

people te make the small effert. "

2) They don ztknowshit abeut transpeeple and den't
thiak eur lives are lupertsmt eneugh te educate
themselves abeut, _ %

3) They den't see me.
L) I am net safe with theme

When peeple call me 'she' after I have cerrected
them, it sucks amd nmakes me think: 'well, I guess
I'm Just SUCH & GIRL that neeme can see me as .
anything else., oh well' But I knew it's net
impessible because= semehew- all my friemds whe
love and care zbeut.me manage te get it right.




For a leng time I thought if peeple didn't
rverceive me as a bey, them I ceuldn't be ene, This
caused mo a let of paim amd was a huge facter in
denying my own and ether peeplas ' gemdors.,

I remember the first tramsguy I met, years ags.

At the time;_he'had_Jqﬁt‘started-hormbnas.‘l
remember hawgimg eut with him im greup secial _
situatiens (mestly after hemecere shows) and a let
of peeple, including (I'm ashamed te sey) myself,
calling him 'gshe' and 'ker(, I remember kaviwg a
cenversation abeut this after ewe such swkward
event, Irenic ally, I was talking with smether
VERY gender ambigubus persen sbeut hew they ®just.
ceuldn't see him as male", (of ceurse, this "

simultanesusly justified all the reasens I ceuldnit

be trams...wkew, what a reliefl ha ha) At the time
I thewght: 'yesh, that's true, it is hard te see
him as male because: I kmew him as a dyke, he's se
short, etc etc blakh blah blah,

Over the years I have had this discussien with .
different peeple many times. About heyw they Just
can't see their MIF friemd as & weman because she
'relates te them like a man' ete, And mow I got te
‘have these seme cenversations in relatien te myself.

Like many people, I voraciewsly read Stene Butch
Blues when it first came eut. I leve thet heek and
I am ge glad 1t exists~ it permemently changed the
gender landscape of the world, Awd Leslie Felnberg
is » tetal here te me, as a Jewlsh, trams, multi-
issue radical sctivist. However, Stene Butch Blues
1s a fictiemal sccpunt ef the 1ife of ene trams
gendered butch lesbiam - it is net a handbeek on
the diversity ef trans experlences, And se, because
1t was the first amrd feor a lemg time the enly -
pesitive trams infermatiem I kmaw abeut, it eenfused
me. Although semwe of the heart-wremching gender

- agony felt se familiar te me, the pretagenist's
life is very differemt frem mime in her ability te
pass. Her trams-ness is mere physically apparent.
Frem practically her birth she is frequently :
identified by others as male. She's tall eneugh

'"Hi,_(graﬁhing m& hend) my mame's Caitlymes.l ce

te Orawt (high scheel). Wkere de you ge?"
"Wow, I leve your plercimg %you're cute , what's
your mame?" :

Teenage girls hit ew me with ell their ip=gless
aggressivenesas, It's flatterimg amd a mice fantbasy,
but aside from beimg statutery rape, I kmew what

they're attracted to is aw illusiens they think '«

I'n xxmomet a teenager.

Frem.a fully madioally-transitionad FIM activist

in his Fs: “Yeu're 26121 No way-'I thought you
were 161 I cam't believe 1t} I thewught for sure

you wxm were so youmgd" etc eto eto

dnd sematimes it's just the lle; It's the wrengness
of a categery I slip inte because the"bimary gemder
system gan't accemedate me. The reallty is I'm 27
xam and- semotimes I want te be seem as my actusl
ages 1 get te ‘continue te exporiense azeism amd
Gendescepsien, Semetimes I want te be taken -
serleusly, as everyens of every age should be, Amd
belug comstmmmantly referred te. as "trammybey!

by certain mom-trams peeple baging te feel - '
incerrect, cutesy-fied, reduced.

_Sdmetimns BOY feels like-a-ravolntiona
that I am defining a3 I'n lving i,

Benetimes I identify as a boy because it's thke
clegest chelce I've got, ‘

ry Réw gender -



8Bey! seems like a mers appropriate mile label than
'man! - a poesitien which ig granted gewnder privil-
ege and dominance, I don't have either of these
things because peesle den't percieve me as Rnilwe,
and because I wasm't raised with the (sense of)
entitlement that most ble~guys have, '

When people read me as a guy they see me as very
young, 'Boy' 1s what is reflscted back at me by
soclety. Bus drivers mever hesitate te hand me a
youth tloket, amnd if. I pretest, they thimk I'm
trying te pull ome eover en them, - ’

"Hey, bre, yeu get a amgki?ﬂ
“Cheer um, shertys"
¥Got the time, m n7®

Young guys appreach me-en the street, thinkimg I'm
one of them, If I decide te amswor back, the leek.
#f horrer that crosses their face is ‘irevitable,

PR -

amd Lutoh eReugh that~ even theough it's dexe im a
painful and usually vielemt and deregatery way-
others recegnize her trans-mess., And when she
{irally decides te take hermenes, she hag ne -
preblem mpassing as a man, :

The experiences ¢f trams paeple who pass and theae
whe den't are very. different, .

It is Feminism 101 thet girls cam have shert hair
and be sperty, smd beys cam play with dells and be
emétional, But a let of this secems te go aut tke
windew'in trams centexts. Nen~trans people uge it
te Jjustify their imacceptance and transphebia

("He can't be @' guy, he's net —-----=,®)

And transpeople alse fell inte this trup. Thess
whe pass are often censidered. the 'real’ er
suogessful enes. When transpevple held up the mwst
cenvertienally pretty MIF er the biggest FIM, eor
the persen whe's spays show the least, as their
role medel, it refleots their internalized
tramgphobia,

I alse frequently hear (er resd) transpeople
pointing te their 'congruemt'! attributes as preef
of their real geader. Fer example: YI'm great at
math- I have a male braim.? "Leok hew tall he ig-
you can just see that his bedy is waiting fer .
testestereme.” I knew hew it feels reassuring te
find -things wkick seem to be markers of sme¥ true
self. But while this may feel validating te me, it
is ne tua T ' sgpder or anye o's,
This kind of thinking reinferces the binary gemder

system yhich ig killipe us, Our gender Is just
what we know and feel amd say it is.

While I de zet 'sir'ed and senme people read me as
nale, this usually lasts abeut o minute, er until

I open my mouth. I'll rever cemsistently pass as

a guy umrless I take hermones,; and evem them.,.whe
knows? A lot of transpeuple de everythimg medically
possible te cenfirm their intexinal gender identity,

and are stlll net accepted by:seclety, And a let
of tramssexuals, especially MIPs,: have been put

_through extensive re-secializatien training to



behave ond appear mere 'feminine', be walk amd talk
'right', in erder te pass (Kute Bormsteim writes
sbeut this in Gemder Owtlaw).Mamy trawspeeple are
ferced to cenferm te soclety's gender empectatiems:
in order te survive. But ideally, why should eur
_sense of self hinge en other peeples’ percepticis?
Besides being sLely maddenin THrpoes

{Egiggﬁ_g!gxxﬁhlgg_; believe in as a feminist
and_a queer, _

T used to be ebsesped with these lists that I carried
areund mentally: ' .
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F@r-yeéri this haw been the werd clesest to.my
genders . ]

I wander areund the mall by myself fer heurs, try
trying to fimd a dress shirt for this weddimg. ' -
Nothing fits in the men's department, I finally get
up the.ceurage te ge into the ments clething sters
and they tel§ me I'm just umder the smallest size
they carry. I always just miss the cut:s fer the
smallest size men's shees, sleeve length, shirt
size., Shepping sucks im general (fuck ecemsumerismi)
but shesping with gemnder anxiety is evem mere fum.
And whem yeu're trams amd your bedy is extra
'wreng'! it sucks even mere ass. If yeu're MIF and
big er FIM awnd small, it's am extra level of
imvalidation, I imagiwe if I was a blg, tall -
tranaguy, goimg eut and pulling a mem's shirt off
the rack that fit me would feel like a cenfirmatienm
of my gender., !

Of ceurse, other people experiemce variatioms of
this situatien- if you're awy kind of big/ fat girl
or slight boy, fimding clethes ids difficult, awd
makes you feel um-gexy and invisible.

"Have you tried tke bey's departnentT“

Sometimes I leve heimg 3 bey., I can be a bratty -

- little bey or.& cocky teemage bey whe wanta te pin
- the cheerleader up agaimst the wall and have his

way withr her. Semetimes I leve the wn~adultress
of 1t: not 'growing up' in the semse of cenferming
and lesiwng yeour right te play. Semetimed 'boy! 7. :
fee 1ls right becauge it!s a yeumg male idewtity,
and my male self is youmg imn seme wayse he's
irexperienced amd hasw't beew eut iw the werld
vory leng, He's experimenting amnd adelescent, His
sideburns and pecs sren't visible yeto

"




If you get eneugh peints en either side, yeu get
in that camtegery. P

Hew many peints de yeu need ?
207 10% 57 -
What if yeu enly have three ? What if yeu have zere?

needless to say: This is alse maddening.

I hereby declare that yeu cam be

h
te be without amy peintsi whatever yeu want

In erder to understard trams gender expressieon amd

see and respect peeple @s whe they really are, we

have teo breek dewn ' our gemder cenditiemimg. We

Rave te get used to (and exoited abeut) bearded

ladies amd dudes with cunts. Shert beys with 'dessert . 4
hatds! amd big-boned gals with deep veiges . '

We have to trash the listeo '

This is exciting because whem we validate ether -+ ™)

I

peeple amd create space fer their ewn umique gemder;
we deo the same for surselves, (

Mere SPKC, Mere (realures,

(lavde as a er-\'? L'Y 'q+ ftwe aqe of 2.7




Semetimes I think, if I de trawsition medicslly,
that. physical adelescemce weuld be:‘the spprepriste
time  for a bay mitzveh. Then'my veice weuld crack,
like my friemd Adam's did, ss I read my Terah -
pertion. Then. we ceuld all celébrate my  'beceming
a2 maw' in the Jewish cemmumity. We ceuld 2ll cele-
brate: my beceming mere passable.(i am being
sarcastic). Yeah, I can see myself making that
speech up on the bima.,.. .

Judaism is such a challienge right new, because it

is se strictly gendered amé so patriarchal. There

is millemia eof werk te de ts transferm the religiem
amd culture simply areund feminism amd wemen's
equality - never mind trams issues, whick few peeple
kave even heard of, niuch less begum te think about.,
Se mamy ef the rituals invelve mem's reles amd
wemen's reoles, neither eof which I can participate

in publicly right wew...becsuse I'm im-between,
because I den't pass as a mew and there's me way
I'm geing te wretend te be a wemam - it weuld feel
felse amd invalldeting te ewerything I'm tryimg te
uncever right new. But in seme ways tkey beth feel
‘Wreng. Because I den't really feel like a .maw or

a weman, :

In seme ways, having a bar mitzvek weuld feel like
stepping up and “teking my place st the gatmmes of
gender priviledge - priviledge which I den't amd
will never have, Evem if I de semeday'pass', I
will alweys be differemt, I will always be flaminmgly
queer. I will mever be seamlessly, theughtlessly
gendered or bedied. I will wever be able te step
werrying abeut tke pessibility of being revealed,
of vielence., . And I am ghaped by my girlheed, by
my experiemces of being female, ef beimg a #yke.
She is part ef me always.

dny spirituality is abeut whelemess, healing and
henesty. Hew could I de semethimg sacred, hew ceuld
I de semethimg in the nemes of my amcesters without
being whels , witheut beimg heneat?



Tisha Blkv, 5759

To‘dlay my friend Miriam snd I are fastir

in ithe Jewish beek aisle at inell':fl;i;rafzn;re
our shabbes dinmer for tomerrew pight, It's =
special kind of terture: we're loekinms at recipes
for kugel ang kreplach, cucumber salad and pireshki
Itts Spr_g.aad_ we're a little leepy frem hunger, ’

e

Se, this very cute elder Jewish lady appresches us
and _88ys; gesturing tewards me with a nete of
glewing anticipatien in her veice:

"ls this the bar mitzvah bey?n

I blush bee'!;_red. & bar mitziah Boy;is 13 years
eld. I am twice that age. Miriam, thank ggd, .
gacionsly sa{ss "He's & little 4lder tham thak. "
@ woman replies, "Well, yeu can mev -
bar mitzvak boy.i; 6raw i"y e

What is qhe: seeing? Dees she thimk Miriam is my :
_ mether? Ske's definitely usimg that 'let's boagt
apout ouxr semns' tene, ‘

I can't talk (this i very difficult fer me).

I cam't say amything er I'l11 no lenger be able te
enjoy this mement, Miriam preceeds te enmgage -
‘her. [in cenversation abeut varips beeks of the
Hebrew alphabet. Thew, (and this is se Jewish) this
woman, whe is new stamdimg abeut 2 feet away frem
me, says te Miriam :'cenfidentially' in a very leud.
veice: "Oh, I hepe I did m't offend him}"

| dream aboit knowing ASL-speaking withort may
veice: |w Ast)ﬂére Ave no'o)enJérel pronovns.
F?OP\Q aYe quce(‘ in s':ﬂ\("t,+’f‘l'\eh feferrel -j-,_., \97
.F.N"\‘HV\7 'h ‘ﬂ\osg g_oar-’fnd‘e_s,

sov - EIPARNGIFIFL -+

¢ have a penis?' or Do you have a vagina?'ﬁ‘hl

Resped / Eviquelle/Suppor!

OK, here are some basics. Of course, every trans person is differcnt, and may be
more or less concerned about these issues. This list is based mostly on my own
experience as a white trannyboy in his mid-20s who doesn't usually ‘pass'. Also,
some things, which are totally inappropriate towards strangers or acquaintances,
might be fine or welcomed in the context of a trusting relationship. I'm sad to

say that I've done most of the things on this list at some point in my life, and had
most of them done to me by other trans people. As with other oppressions (like
racism, homophoti_ia, sexism...), they are socialized into us from birth, We are aﬂ]
taught to be transphobic, and unlearning it is a process and a responsibility.

-If you don't know what pronoun or gender-labels someone prefers(and there's
no mutual friend around to clue you in), just ask them. Politely. And
respectfully. Usually when people can't immediately determine someone's
gender, they become afraid and hostile. If you misrecognize someone's gender
it's O.K,, it's not the end of the world. Don't freak out. Misidentifying or being
unable to classify someone's gender does not have to be an awkward or
shameful experience. By asking someone in the right way, you can indirectly
communicate: 'T want to be respectful of you and I don't want to make any
assumptions, I see your gender ambiguity and/or fluid gender expression as a
positive, fabulous, creative and honest (need I go on?) thing.'

-Respect Their Self-Identification
Ok, I've written about this extensively elsewhere, but it's real important, so
here's a brief fresh'nup: -

. By doing this you aré saying; 'I see you, I support you, I respect you.' By not

! doing this you let trans people know: 'I don't understand you and I'm not trying

' to. What you tell me about yourself isn't important, all that's important is how I

" think of you. I am not your ally. You are not safe with me." It's fucking hard and

dangerous to change your name and pronoun, especially if you don't 'pass’.
Know that it has taken a lot of courage for this person to let you know who they

. really are; they are sharing something very precious.

. -You do NOT have the right to know ary medical or anatomical information -

about anyone else's body (unless they decide to share it with you). This means:
don't ask about their genitals, their surgeries, the effects of their hormones, etc.
etc. THIS IS PRIVATE! The first question usually asked to transmen is Do you

s is incredibly phallo-centric,
invasive and degrading, It reduces transmen (and all men) down to one body :
part, as if all the rest of our minds, hearts, bodies, contributions and personalities
are not important. Our bodies are not a community forum. Just because your
friend of a friend of a transperson told you that so and so is having surgery,
doesn't mean you have the right to come up and ask them about it (especially in .
front of other people!) If you want to find out more about transsexual bodies, do

some work: look up books or look on thie internet.] -
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- -Don't Interro : ga;ei\de

© once again, it's not my j(;b to educate you and 1 mny not feel like answenng ymll' |

incredibly personal questions right now. For example, don't ask me’how my -
family is taking it,-if you've just met me.

~The Boys Don't Cry Syndrome _
Since this movie came out, many many people have taken it upon themselves to
discuss it at length with me, ask me if I've seen it, explain how tragic it was and
how hard it was for them to watch as a non-trans person. This is sort of the |
equivalent of coming up to me and saying 'Hey, you're a Jew! Have you seen the
latest movie about the Holocaust? Well, let me tell you, I'm Very Interested in
this subject, and boy was it hard for me to watch all those people get killed.' It
IS really important for people to educate themselves about different experiences

of oppression, however, %mmgwugt‘h that oppression all the
time may not want to hear about it, or process how hard it was for you, as
someone not directly effected by it. Check yourself before you bring up the ten
atest, most horrifying transphobic things you heard yésterday, which your trans

friend may actually not want to re-experience with you.

-Outing

There are many situations in which it may not be safe for a trans person to be ll
out. Examples are: family, work, dealing with the cops, walking by large groups °,

of aggro young white men at night, etc.

Transpeople have to negotiate this ground everyday, depending on how we pass
and how others perceive us. For example, if someone reads me as female and
refers to me as 'she’, I might or might not correct them depending on many
variables: whether I'm going to have to see them again, how awkward or
dangerous or annoying a situation might become, how confident I feel, who I'm
with, how much backup I have, etc. etc. Outing someone could very easily cost
someone their job, a relationship, or their physical safety. This is definitely a
gray area and one that is good to check in about.

-Also, think about when and why you out someone as trans. Are you talking:
about your ‘transgendered friend' just to prove how open and hip you are? Is it
necessary to out this person, or are you doing it for your own personal reasons?
As my friend Jayson said: "Sometimes I just want to be the regular guy-next-

door." Well, sometimes I just want to'be.the regular alfen boy next door.

Wt
Et

-Names .
are very powerful things. For a lot of irans people, the names given to us by our
parents represent a gender identity which was wrong, humiliating and forced.
Changing our names carries a lot more weight than it does for non-trans people, !
So don't ask someone what their old name was. And don't ask if our current

names are our ‘given names'. If someone wants you to know, they will tell you.

And if you know someonc's old name, don't share il with other people. '

Also, don't make comments about the gender implications of transpeoples’ b

names. This is especially annoying in a cross-cultural context, A name which -
means (or sounds like) ‘Badass Warrior King' in one langnage, might mean (ot |
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. One of the rare examples of a sigificant: Rebemtfigure in earlier |
F;_Jg_yvish history is t-hﬁeu_ Betula (or Maid) of Ludomir, Hannah Rochel y
[ (1805-92)." Before her planned marriage, Hannah went into a trance |

| and claimed to receive.a “new and sublime soul.” $}{e broke h{g en-
gagement and began acting like a man, wearing fallit and tefillin and
studying and praying. Hg¢¢'synagogue was equipped with a special

room for hg§own prayer and study, and from which, with'the door |
open, #he would deliver sermons to h followers inl the next room. |

| € o T ansHad
(Jewll;s.ir':l law would not permit a woman) to.wb;ship in the same room
withlél:elj%ue to h¢gbrilliance, and the belief that hfgnew life was
ithe result of a miracle, ghe became a well-known Chasidic leader whose

followers were known as the Chasidim of the Betula of Ludormir.
The .Z'addi!c of Chernobyl], A well-known Chasidic leader, finally
‘convinced hgmto marry at thé;;age of forty—a marriage jhe was un-
able to consummate. After h¢g marriage h¢g influence waned. 8
| had previously been seen as a male fzaddik (righteous man) residing
in the body of a woman. With h¢¢ marriage, hggidentity as a woman

; was established, diminishing h¢g'credibilifyad.a religious leader. The .

{ story is a sad.one, full of rgpres_s:edlfexuality_ -Although there is go

: Yo
{ evidence that Jhe ever was an active lesbian, hs Jender
; - e lesbian, h i
i Wwas directly responsible for h¢s influence as a ésamblguous

| return to “normality” for the loss

- a—

uen hasidic leader and hg
of hes power, 'S
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sound like) 'Nellie Flower-Picker' in another. Don't assume that you know what
meanings our names have.

-Don't assume which direction we're going in. Because of the invisibility of
FTMs, when passable transmen come out, they are often assumed (by non-trans
folks and MTFs) to be biological men who are transitioning to be female. Also,
there are infinite ways to transition. Hormones, surgery, binding, packing, name
and pronoun changing, are some of the possible exterior steps of a-gender
transition, Trans people have the right to make all, some or none of these

changes, and in any order.

-Don't judge our ability to pass

For example: "Maybe if you did (or didn't do -——) you'd pass better/ I'd
be able to accept your gender." It is also not always appropriate to compliment
people on how well they pass. Whether or not we are able to pass is often a
matter of money and genetics, not desire or determination. These comments are
divisive to trans communities. They reinforce fucked-up straight, binary gender
standards by labelling certain traits (and people) as 'good' and 'realj

Do not ask if we are sure, or remind us that our transition is irreversible and that
we may regret our changes. We have been thinking about and dealing with our
gender issues for a long time, and we are aware of, and probably very excited
about, the consequenceés of our decisions.

Do not tell your trans friends how much you liked them, or certain things about
them before, better.

Do not tell them how uncomfortable they make you. If you are uncomfortable
with their transition, find ways to work on it yourself or with other,
knowledgeable non-trans friends. . :

Yes, it's true, trans people are all incredibly sexy in our own unique individual
ways, but don't fetishize and tokenize us. Don't tell us how you love FTMs
because we were socialized female and therefore aren't like 'real men'. While
this may be true for some individuals, FTMs are just as diverse as any other
group. Many transmen identify as ‘real men' who are just as (or more) masculine
than people assigned to the male gender at birth.

Age

A lot of transguys look much younger than they are, especially if they are not on
hormones, are on a low dose of hormones, or are just starting hormones.
Because of this, we may experience some of the lovely effects of adultism, such
as not being taken seriously, or being condescended to. Don't be surprised if you
or others radically misread a transperson's age.

The ‘Extra Leﬁef Syndrome
Gay and lesbian organizations all over the country have added a token 'T" to -
their names (along with an extra ‘B' (bisexual) and, more recently 'T' (intersex)),



without doing anything to include trans people or issues in their organizations,
Although queer and trans struggles are interlinked, they are different.

(If you are queer:) . ’

Don't assuine that because you are queer, that you know about trans issues.
Recognize your own gender uniqueness and how transphobia affects you, but
don't speak for trags people. .

Also recognize that within trans communities, not only is each individual's
experience different, but each group.of individuals' experience is different from
other groups. For example, African-American transsexual issues are different
from disabled third gender issues, which are different from intersex issues,
which are different from drag king issues (etc. etc.). Just as you probably
wouldn't (or shouldn't) ask a gay man to explain lesbian issues, you shouldn't
lump all trans people together, because we all have unique experiences of
oppression,

Don't assume you know about trans i§sue_s because you once knew A trans
person. i ——

Good Things: -

Be honest about how much you know, or don't know. It is refreshingly
wonderful to hear someone say: *Actually, I don't know anything about
transpeople. I want to support you and regpect you, so please forgive my
ignorance. I'm going to £0 get some books and start educating myself,'

o

~Educate Yourself! Go to the library or bookstore, or the internet, Start an
unlearning transphobia group with your other non-trans friends, Write a non-
discrimination policy for your workplace that protects gender identity and
expression. Bring in some trans folk to do an educational presentation for your
Eroup or organization. Think about how you can be a better ally to trans people.

-And on a personal level: once you have educated yourself, talk with other non-
trans people about gender issues, Trans people shouldn't have to do all the
work. Besides, even though there are way more of us than you think, there aren't
enough of us to educate all the hordes and hordes of non-trans people in the
world. Also, it's a lot harder for us to do this work, because we are more
vulnerable. And helping someone unleam their transphobia usually involves
hearing and sorting through a lot of hurtful crud while people sort out their
feelings about gender.

Interrupt inappropriate gender behavior '

This is another thing which is sometimes easier for a non-trans person to do,
because they are not making themselves as personally vulnerable. However, it
requires a lot of understanding about trans issues, For example, if someone is
still referring to me by the wrong name and pronoun, I don't trust them to
appropriately correct others. I do have a couple friends who are very skilled at
this, and they never cease to amaze me. For example, correcting other people
when they refer to someone by the wrong pronoun is very important, When

8 introducing people; it is good etiquetteito clue _thctn'in.beforehan&-abc_iut thc.
. gender of and language preferred by any transpeople who are present. By t.hls I
. don'tmean outing any transpeople who would prefer not to be out, but letting

people know how to refer to any transpeople who may not pass. And 'silmply
saying things like: "I'm a lady, he's a guy." or "That's none of your business" or
" Actually, his voice/body/manner is just great the way it is, and I don't want to 74—

hear another comment about it", can save the day. -




